07/ 03/ 1998
Fund to hel p boost econony stands at RW54, 000

Ei rmal asar e Bani

THE National Charity Fund, set up to accept public donations and
contributions in an effort to assist the Governnment speed up the economc
recovery, has collected RV54,000 to date.

The Fund, established under Section 9 of the Financial Procedure Act
1957, was first announced by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Myhanmad
in January this year.

It comes under the purview of the Treasury and managed by the
Account ant - General 's O fi ce.

Deputy Finance M nister Datuk Wong See Wah said contributions were in
the formof the local currency, foreign currencies, jewellery and other
assets.

Wong, speaking at a press conference in Kuala Lunpur yesterday, said the
Governnent has al so appoi nted Bank Si npanan Nasi onal, Bank Kerjasama
Rakyat Mal aysia Bhd and Bank | sl am Mal aysia Bhd as the coll ection centres
for the contributions.

"There were no proper channels or agents appointed for this purpose
before. In fact, sone donations were made directly to Dr Mahathir," he
added.

Bank Si npanan Nasi onal has 490 branches and 600 automated teller
machi nes (ATMs) to accept contributions in the formof local or foreign
currenci es.

Bank | sl amhas 75 branches to accept not only the local or foreign
currencies. Its Sel ayang and Medan Mara branches al so accept jewellery.

Bank Rakyat will accept jewellery at its 56 branches whi ch operate under
t he Ar-Rahn schene.

The public can donate through these banks' branches up to April 6 this

year.
Asked as to why there is a tinefranme for such donations, Wng said:
"There is an urgency... if we wait too long, they (donors) nmay del ay

maki ng such donations. "

Besi des currencies and jewel lery, those interested to give donations in
other forns of assets can wite in to the Treasury or e-nail at
adm n@reasury. gov. ny.

They have to give in their nanes and addresses, types of pledges,
estimated values of their contributions and copies of the rel evant
docunent s.

Wwing said the the noney donated will be placed in a consolidated fund
whil e Bullion House (Precious Metal House Sdn Bhd) will sell the jewellery
overseas for the US dollars or the pound.

Yest erday, Wbong had on behal f of the Fund recei ved donations fromni ne
conpani es, namrely Tanjung Bhd, Magnum Cor porati on Bhd, Sports Toto (M
Bhd, Pal ngold Sdn Bhd, WAz Lian G oup of Conpanies, Repco Sdn Bhd, RGB Sdn
Bhd, Somascan (M Sdn Bhd and Spanco.
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