23/ 04/ 1998
Fund to hel p youths tap opportunities

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah i n Haadyai

MALAYSI A and Thai |l and have agreed to establish the Ml aysi a- Thai |l and Joi nt
Devel opnent Area human resource devel opnent fund to prepare youths of both
countries to tap opportunities fromthe devel opnent of the area.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, when briefing
journalists on the outcome of the bilateral neeting between Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad and his counterpart Chuan Leekpai at JB
Hotel , said both countries had al so agreed to offer scholarships to
students in the field of science and technol ogy, engi neering, managenent,
conput er and nur si ng.

Thai Foreign Mnister Surin Pitsuwan, who was al so present at the Press
conference, said Thailand had asked parties involved in MIJDA to
contribute to the fund and they had agreed.

Petronas, Triton O | Conpany of Thailand and Petrol eum Authority of
Thai l and and PTTEP International Limted had agreed to contribute 2.5
m | lion baht (RM250, 000) towards the fund.

Triton G|, Petroleum Authority of Thail and and PTTEP woul d contri bute
cash while Petronas had agreed to contribute in kind in the form of
traini ng.

The fund will be adm nistered by the Ml aysi a-Thail and Joint Authority.

The two Prinme Mnisters al so discussed transportation of perishable
goods from Thail and to Si ngapore through Ml aysi a.

The agreenment on the matter was signed in 1979 and the vol unre was
limted to 30,000 tonnes a year

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir agreed in principle that the vol une shoul d not
be imted fromnow on and therefore a new nenorandum of understandi ng
needed to be worked out.

He added that Chuan al so agreed in principle that there would al so be no
limt to the volume of perishable goods transported from Mal aysia to Laos,
Myanmar and Canbodi a t hrough Thai | and.

The two Prime Mnisters al so deci ded that the Finance Mnisters of the
two countries should come up with a mechanismto settle the trade account
with respect to the use of the countries' respective currencies in
conmmer ce
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