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FURTHER LOWERI NG OF SECOND CROSSI NG TOLL?

| POH, March 28 (Bernama) -- Wirks Mnister Datuk Seri S Sany Vel lu has
not ruled out the possibility of a further lowering of the toll rates for
the presently under-utilised Ml aysia-Si nhgapore second road link to attract
nore traffic to use it

Al t hough he declined to el aborate, Sany Vellu said the matter woul d be
di scussed soon in the next round of talks with Linkedua (M Sdn Bhd, the
devel oper and operator of the nmulti-billion ringgit second crossing.

"There appears to be a ot of problenms with the second crossing," he
told reporters here after officiating at a charity dinner |ast night.

The mi nistry was going through the various grouses of the conpany, he
sai d.

It was surprising, he said, that the second |link has yet to catch on
with the traffic.

This called for investigation and new efforts to encourage nore users
rat her than being boycotted by them he said.

Traffic preferred to continue using the Johor Baharu-Wodl ands Causeway
despite having to endure hours of severe congestion and | ong queues on
ends.

Sany Vel lu recently announced that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and his Singapore counterpart Goh Chok Tong are schedul ed
to jointly open the second crossing on April 18.

Traffic had been allowed to use the second link toll-free since Jan 2
until March 17 when toll rates ranging fromRML for notorcycles, RWA. 50 for
cars, RwM.10 for taxis to RVM5.50 for big lorries and trailers have been
| evied on the Ml aysi an side.

"It would be quite normal to see | ukewarm response fromtraffic in the
first and second week. But it is already two nonths now and the secondlink
does not seemto be popular,” he said.

Mal aysi a and Singapore jointly built the second crossing, |inking
Tanj ung Kupang in Johor and Tuas in the republic.

Toll on the Singapore side ranged from S$0.50 for notorcycles, S$2.50
for cars, S$3 for buses to S$12 for big lorries. (S$=RWR. 30).-- BERNANA
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