14 JUN 1998

M SI A-1 NDON JO NT COW TTEE MEETI NG TO DEAL W TH FOREST FI RES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 14 (Bernamm) -- The first meeting of the
Mal aysi a- 1 ndonesia joint commttee on forest fires end of this nmonth will
deci de on cross-border operation procedures between the two countries,
Informati on M ni ster Datuk Mohaned Rahmat said today.

He said the Jakarta neeting would cone up with the cross-border
framework to be used as standard procedures in conbating forest fires and
the resulting haze in both nations.

"My Indonesian counterpart has contacted ne for the first meeting end
of this nonth to come up with a cross-border franework," Mhaned, who is
the National Disaster Relief and Managenent Conmittee chairman, told
reporters, here.

Mohamed, who is al so the Barisan Nasional (BN) secretary-general,
earlier attended the BN Suprenme Council mneeting chaired by Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Mohamed said the cooperation was based on the nenorandum of
understanding on efforts to conbat forest fires and haze signed by the two
countries recently.

He said this enabled any neasures taken by both countries to deal with
the two problens to be inplenmented snoothly.

Mohamed said Mal aysia, hosting the 16th Commonweal th Ganmes in
Sept enber, wanted any forest fires to be pronptly put out to prevent the
recurrence of the haze.
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