27/ 11/ 1998
MP: Tapes of neetings being w dely circul at ed

reports on "Dewan Rakyat" by Al ex Choong; Hayati Hayat udin
AN Qpposi tion MP spoke yesterday of how di scussi ons at "cl osed-door”
meet i ngs have found their way into tapes that are now w dely circul at ed.

Mohamad Sabu ( Pas- Kubang Kerian) said tapes of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad' s di scussion with Menteris Besar, and even Umo
suprene council's nmeeting prior to the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim had been made public.

"This is a very unhealthy trend although it may be interesting to listen
to the tapes,” he added.

Mohamad sai d he woul d not be surprised if simlar tape recordings of
i nportant Pas neetings and deci si ons were now avai |l abl e.

Debating at the committee stage of the Supply Bill 1999 inrelationto
al l ocations to the Home M nistry, he said the M nistry shoul d seriously
| ooked into this.

Two ot her MPs sought to know t he progress of the report on Anwar's cl ai m
that he was beaten up while in police custody.

Abdul Hadi Awang (Pas- Marang) asked why the investigationinto Anwar's
al | eged beating took so | ong.

"This has raised a | ot of doubts and specul ati ons anpng the public over
the investigation," he added.

Referring to denonstrations carried out by the reformasi nmovenent, he
added: "W have received reports that undercover policenen were invol ved
intaking part and were responsi bl e i n urgi ng denonstrations and vi ol ence
anong t he people."

Husni Hanadzi ah (BN Tanbun) questioned why it took so long for the
i nvestigationinto Anwar's claimto be conpl et ed.

"I'f it involved only four or five people, then the i ndependent
i nvestigation teamshoul d not have any problemto conplete their finding
early," he said.

He said the sacking of Anwar had al so changed the political "landscape”
in the country.

"Denonstrations carried out by the refornmasi novenent had caused anxi ety
anong t he peopl e and Cyber-politics has taken a newrole in the Internet,"
he added.

Husni had earlier said that political stability and the peacef ul
environnent in the country nust be defended at all cost. "W nust tackle
the probl enms at source,” he added

Dat uk Abu Zahar N ka U ang (BN Kual a Pilah) said he woul d continue to
support the I SA that woul d ensure national security.

He, however, urged the authorities to use the | SA only when they had
enough evi dence to warrant its application

Abu Zahar, fornerly a senior police officer for 15 years, said the role
of the Special Branch in gathering information was sophisticated in
dealing with national security.

"The departnment needs to be protected," he added.

Mohd | sa Sabu (BN Kangar) asked what steps were being taken to fight the
dadah nenace

He said the Governnent had increased its allocation for rehabilitation
and treat ment of dadah addicts and yet there were reports of riots at Canp
Serenti .

Dat uk Mohd Zi hin Hassan (BN-Larut) urged the Governnment to probe the so-
cal l ed foreign observers and journalists.



"The police should investigate the activities of these people. If they
have run foul of the | aw, they should be arrested or asked to | eave the
country i mredi ately," he added.

Abdul Rahman Sul ai man (BN-Parit Buntar) reiterated that Ml aysi ans were
angered by US Vice-President Al Gore's speech supporting the reformasi
novenent .

He al so urged the Mnistry to nmonitor non-governmental organisations
whi ch were believed to be receiving foreign financial support to carry out
activities that could be detrinental to national interest.

"I'f necessary, the Governnent nust cone out with a Wite Paper."

( END)
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