22/ 09/ 1998
Gala finale to 11 days of sports spectacle

Carol yn Hong; Randhir Singh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The 16t h Commonweal th Ganes cane to an official close
tonight, agalafinale to mark the end of 11 heady days of sports which
saw records smashed and new chanpi ons bursting onto the scene.

The cl osing cerenony at Stadi um Nasi onal tonight, as grand as the
openi ng on Sept 11, rode high on an exuberant spirit of cel ebration
tempered with a touch of thankful ness for a successful Games.

Toni ght was a tinme to celebrate, to bid farewell to Kuala Lunpur '98 and
to look forward to the next Ganes in Manchester in 2002.

The nedal s have been won, the what-ifs are known and t he burden of
expectation has been lifted off the athletes, and off Ml aysi a whi ch had
proven beyond doubt its ability torun the world's second | argest nul ti-
sports event.

At 8pmsharp, the cerenmpbny began with the arrival of the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong Tuanku Ja' afar and Queen Elizabeth Il, foll owed by the Raja
Per mai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah and Prince Philip.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohanmed Ali were al so anong the crowd which filled the 100, 000- seat
stadium joining the festivities which were broadcast |ive over
t el evi si on.

Toni ght, two national anthens were heard - God Save the Queen and
Negaraku - followed by the inspection of the guard of honour by Tuanku
Ja' afar and Queen Eli zabet h.

The stadiumlights di nmed and col ourful lights Iit the field as
Manchest er, the host of the 2002 Ganes, prepared to put up its countdown
presentati on.

Manchest er made a trenendous hit when it had fornmer soccer great Sir
Bobby Charlton to introduce the city.

He congratul ated Kual a Lunmpur for hosting the 16th Ganes and said
Manchest er was very proud to host the next Ganes.

Manchest er presented its showvi a vi deo, begi nning wi th Conmonweal t h
Ganes Federation president Prince Edward wel coming all to Britain.

British Prime Mnister Tony Blair al so nade an appearance to wel conme
everyone "to count thenselves in".

Mal aysi a then presented its farewell cultural performance, severa
lively dances which ended with fireworks. The official closing began with
the marching in of representatives of the 70 contingents, |ed by Canada
whi ch hosted the | ast Ganmes.

Toni ght's march past was nore of a fun event than a protocol one.

At hl et es cl owned around, marching in with balloons in hand.

The sol enm nmonent cane when t he Commonweal t h Garmes cer enoni al fl ag was
| owered and handed over to Manchester where it will be raised again in
2002 for the 17th Commonweal t h Ganes.

Queen Eli zabeth then decl ared the Ganes closed with the words: "I
procl ai mthe 16t h Cormonweal t h Games Kual a Lunpur ' 98 cl osed. "

She called upon all athletes to continue to display cheerful ness for the
next Ganes. Her decl aration was greeted w th expl osi ons of fireworks, and
confetti and streaners rained fromthe roof.

The royal guests and other dignitaries departed the stadium | eaving
behi nd many excited spectators to party away the night.
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