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Dr M Funds for Ganes facilities well spent

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Money spent on facilities for the 16th Conmonweal th
Ganes is not a waste especially when they will also be used for future
events, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad sai d today.

Dr Mahathir said: "W spent |ess than US$5 billion (RM21 billion)
they are not neant for just one event, but for future use."

In fact, the combined cost of the so-called nmega projects like the KL
I nternational Airport, roads, stadia and other facilities such as the
I nternational Broadcast Centre was just a quarter of the cost to build
Hong Kong's Chek Lap Kok airport, Dr Mahathir said in his speech at the
openi ng of the RMB68-nillion IBCin Angkasapuri

He added that IBC, a specialised centre equi pped with sophisticated
broadcasti ng and transm ssion equi pnent refl ective of today's Information
Technol ogy devel opnent, would all ow users to cover the Ganes
conpr ehensi vel y.

In the past, such as when hosting the Sea Ganes, tenporary centres had
to be set up for international broadcasting agencies. Dr Mahathir said:
"W realise that we need an international broadcast centre if we want to
host international events.

"Now we have cone up with such a centre at a cost which is rather small
but one which is equipped with all the | atest and sophi sticated
equi pnent . "

Apart fromlocal TV stations, the IBCwill be used by 15 foreign client
broadcasters or rights hol ders. They include British Broadcasting
Corporation (TV and radi 0); ABC (Radi o Australia); Canadi an Broadcasti ng
Corp (radio and TV); South African Broadcasting Corporation (Topsports)
and TV New Zeal and.

The I1BCis the nerve centre for all broadcasting operations during the
Ganes.

Cient broadcasters will rent space to set up their operations. Al the
audi o video signals fromthe various venues will be transmtted to the
centre for onward transm ssion to the clients who will provide their own
conment ari es.

Facilities at the IBCinclude a nedical centre, distribution centres for
signals, tel econs and audi o, and dubbi ng and editing roons.

The Ganes will be foll owed by about 500 million radio |listeners and
tel evision viewers worl dwi de. Sone 2,000 TV reporters, technicians and
caneramen are expected to cover the Games from Sept 11-21

I nformati on M ni ster Datuuk Mohaned Rahmat said apart from TV and radio
broadcasts, there will be radi o broadcasts on the Internet in four
| anguages - Bahasa Mal aysi a, English, Mandarin and Tam |.

He said during the Ganes, 80 of TV1 broadcast and 76 per cent of TV2
broadcast woul d be devoted to sports.

( END)



	Dr M: Funds for Games facilities well spent (NST 25/08/1998)

