19/ 03/ 1998
Gat es has pl edged "~ naxi nruminvestnent' in MSC. PM

Adel i ne Ong

M CROSOFT chai rman and chi ef executive officer Bill Gates has pl edged
"maxi muminvestnent” in the Mil timedi a Super Corridor (MSC) project, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad says.

Gates, who was in Kual a Lunpur to neet Dr Mahathir, has al so expressed
interest intaking part inthe country's educati on programmes especially
insmart schools, universities and the trai ning of I nformati on Technol ogy
(1'T) workers.

"He has given sone noney... however, | think he will go beyond that," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d when asked how much Gates will invest in these progranmes.

The Prime M nister spoke to reporters after both Gates and hinsel f
| aunched the Mal aysi an Young Programers C ub (MyPC) at the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent yesterday. Mcrosoft will invest the equival ent of
RML million in MyPC.

Gates, who sits on the MSCInternational Advisory Panel, earlier briefed
t he Mal aysi an Cabi net on the el ectroni c governnent concept.

"He al so briefed the Cabinet and nyself on the Generic Ofice
Environment (GOE). He is ready to cooperate and said that he will give
maxi mumi nvest nent here both for the GOE as wel |l as the MSC," Dr Mahat hir
sai d.

Asked if this nmeant that Gates will be com ng to Mal aysia nore often, Dr
Mahat hir said: "O course if the GOE goes to Mcrosoft, he is going to be
here very often."

GCE is a Mcrosoft-proposed el ectroni c governnment application, whichin
turn is one of seven flagship applications identified for the MSC.

On the i mpl enentation of the el ectronic government, Dr Mahathir said a
careful evaluation will be nmade because the Government does not want to
| ock out people as a result of it.

"We asked (Gates) to give us a better and cl earer expl anati on about what
can be done because this is sonmethi ng new. Mreover, technology is
changi ng very rapidly.

"If we are not careful, we may suddenly find oursel ves unable to
progress,” Dr Mahathir said.

Dr Mahathir said Gates al so asked himif the economnmic crisis had any
effects on the MSC

"We told himthat we have given MSC priority soit is not going to be
affected,” Dr Mahathir said.
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