19/ 03/ 1998
Gates reaffirms support for MSC (HL)

Ranml an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said
today that Mcrosoft chairman and CEOBill CGates had reaffirmed his
conmitnent to the devel opnent of technol ogy and the Mil tinedi a Super
Corridor, and woul d of fer maxi muminvestnment in the project.

Dr Mahathir said Gates was al so very keen to take part in the country's
i nformation technol ogy educati on progranmes, especially in Smart School s
and universities and the training of IT workers.

"He sai d he woul d provi de maxi numsupport (in these areas),"” he told
reporters after a 50-minute neeting with Gates at the Prinme Mnister's
Depart nent .

Both | ater | aunched t he Mal aysi an Young Programmers C ub (MyPC), a
proj ect ai med at di scovering and nurturing young programing prodigies. It
isinitiated by the New Straits Ti mes Sdn Bhd, M crosoft Ml aysia and
Brave and Bol d Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Patinmas Conputers Bhd.

Asked on the size of investnent pledged by Gates, Dr Mahathir said:

"He has gi ven sone npbney. He will announce it but | think he will go
beyond that."

Gates has pledged to invest RML nmillion in software and training
resources for MyPC over the next three years.

Later this afternoon, he pledged another RML nillion to Mal aysia's Snart
School project.

The contribution will be in the formof conmputer hardware and software
as well as training for 1,000 teachers who will be teaching in the 90
Smart School s fromnext year.

Gates, a menber of the International Advisory Panel to the MSC, is here
to attend the one-day M crosoft Connected Community Conference: Technol ogy
for Government, Business, Ecucation and Societies at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre.

The | AP now conpri ses 41 nmenbers, up fromthe 29 when its first meeting
was held in January | ast year at Stanford University in California. The
second neeting was held I ast nonth at Cyberjaya i n Sepang.

O her not abl e nenbers of the panel, which reads |ike a who's who of the
international information technol ogy i ndustry and rel ated fields, include
Mot or ol a chai rman Gary Tooker; N ppon Tel egraph & Tel ephone presi dent Jun-
Ichiro Myazu; Acer chairman and CEO Stan Shi h; Hew ett-Packard Conmpany
chai rman and CEO Lewi s Platt; Conpaq Computer Corporati on CEO Eckhard
Pfeiffer; IBMCEOLouis Gerstner; Sun M crosystens chairman, president and
CEO Scott McNeal y; Sony Corp president and CEO Nobuyuki |dei; Al catel
Al st homchai rman and CEO Serge Tchuruk; Ericsson chairman and CEO Dr Lars
Rangvi st and NEC chai rman Dr Tadahi ro Seki not o.

On the briefing by Gates to the Cabi net on the el ectroni c gover nment
concept earlier, Dr Mahathir sai d Gates gave an extensive expl anati on.

"W di scussed his proposal on el ectronic government. We have to nake a
very careful eval uation because we do not want to | ock out people
conpl etely by nmaki ng a choice that may make it inpossible for
participation by the masses (in dealing with the Governnent).

Dr Mahathir said this was necessary as the concept was sonet hing new and
t he technol ogy changed very rapidly.

“"I'f we are not careful, we nay suddenly find oursel ves unable to
progress.”

The el ectroni c governnment concept, one of the seven fl agship



applications under MSC, ains to increase productivity and conpetitiveness
by transform ng adm ni stration processes through the use of nulti medi a and
i nformati on technol ogy.

Cal l ed the generic office environnent project, it is designed to wire up
governnent offices to create an on-1ine network using Internet technol ogy.

On the effect of the econom c problenms on the MSC, Dr Mahathir said
Gat es wanted to know whet her the project woul d be affect ed.

"I explained to himthat the MSC had been given priority, soit would
not be affected at all."

( END)
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