16/ 01/ 1998
Gates requests special neet with PMin March

Kamar ul Yunus

Bl LL Gates, who is a menber of Mal aysia's International Advisory Panel

(I AP) for the Mul ti medi a Super Corridor, has asked to neet Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad in March.

The M crosoft chairman and chi ef executive officer is seeking the
meeti ng because he will not be avail able for the second neeting of the | AP
schedul ed for next nonth.

In dismssing a suggestion that Gates has | ost interest inthe | AP for
the MSC project, Dr Mahathir said he has received a letter fromthe forner
to confirmhis absence fromthe | AP neeting but requested for a speci al
session with the Prine Mnister.

Dr Mahathir is also the chairman of the | AP for the MSC project.

"l got aletter fromBill Gates only recently ... the letter says that
he wi Il not be attending (the | AP neeting) but will be com ng a nonth
| ater.

"He (Gates) will be coming in March instead ... he wants to have a
speci al session. So that is okay with ne," Dr Mahathir told reporters
after chairing the Sixth National | nformation Technol ogy Council (N TC)
nmeeting in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

The second | AP neeting is scheduled to be held in Cyberjaya on February
12.

The inaugural | AP neeting was held in California in January |ast year,
wher eby 22 out of the original 28 | AP nenbers attended.

For the next | AP neeting, Dr Mahathir said so far, only 17 of the 41 | AP
menbers have confirmed their participation but he believed that thereis
still time for the other menbers to confirm

"We don't expect every | AP nenber to attend. Since the |APis a very big
famly, we will not be able to get the whole I ot of themto attend at any
one tine.

"However, they do cone to see ne, even those who did not attend the
i naugural AP neeting in California last year.

"Subsequent |y, they have conme to see me and we have been havi ng sessi ons
with themthroughout the year to di scuss the MSC.

"They are still functioning as advi sers although they may not be able to
attend the full 1 AP meeting. It does not nean they have | ost interest ...
it isjust that their tine-table does not permt them" he added.

Dr Mahathir also reiterated that the MSC project is not affected by the
current econom c problemin the country and i s progressing well.

"What we are putting inis nerely the infrastructure and basic
facilities ... therest will be borne by investors who will take up spaces
at the MsC, " he added.

However, Dr Mahathir said he has yet to receive an update of the MsC as
it was not part of the briefing during the NI TC neeti ng yest erday.

On anot her devel oprment, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia will host the second
Worl d Bank d obal Know edge conference next year.

Nl TC per manent secretary Tengku Datuk Dr Azzman Sharif fadeen said the
Wirl d Bank has asked Mal aysi a to host the conference due to the country's,
especially Dr Mahathir's, initiative to devel op the MSC

"They (World Bank) want a devel opi ng country to host the next event.
Because of our country's prom nence and the MSCinitiatives, Malaysiais
seen as the appropriate country.

"So, we have accepted to be the host," he said, adding the first such



conference was held in Toronto, Canada in June | ast year

On the NITC neeting, Dr Mahathir said the nmenbers di scussed six reports
subnitted by several NITC task forces.

The six areas di scussed were peopl e devel opnent; info-structure
devel opnent; application devel opnent; NI TCoperation; systemnetworki ng
and integration; and the "mllenniumbug" problem

On the "m Il enniumbug"” or "Y2K', Dr Mahathir said whil e t he Gover nnent

and maj or conpanies are trying to tackle the problem the small- and
nmedi um scal e i ndustri es entrepreneurs apparently do not seemto be doing
anyt hi ng.

"l am expected to tell people that thereis this “mllenniumbug
probl em Where government records are concerned, the bug is being tackl ed.

"The problemis al so being tackl ed by bi g conpani es but we fear the
smal | conpani es such as the SMs are not focussing or not doing anything
about it.

"I'f they don't, they are going to get into very serious trouble once we
cross 1999 into the year 2000," he added
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