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Gates: MsSC a far-sighted initiative

Shar eem Anty

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Bill Gates, co-founder and head of software giant

M crosoft Corporation, has | auded the Mul ti nedi a Super Corridor as a far-
sighted initiative that will enable Malaysia to "nove to the forefront of
nodern i ndustry"”.

In an opi ni on piece he wote for the New Sunday Ti nes (see Page 12),

Gat es noted that Ml aysia was putting technol ogy at the centre of its
pl ans to becone a fully devel oped nati on by 2020.

Gates, who will make a one-day visit here on Wdnesday, said he was
excited by the MSC s potential to revanp bureaucracy, businesses,
education and |ifestyles.

He said the project's flagship applications were part of the "digital
nervous systent and "web lifestyle," which woul d all ow t he Governnent and
busi nesses to use technol ogy to provide better and ri cher information.

He singl ed out Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad's Call Managenent Centre, a power
out age reporting and tracki ng systemas an exanpl e of how | T could inprove
the quality of life.

Gat es, acknow edged by many to be a technol ogi cal visionary, is a nmenber
of the MSC s International Advisory Panel, which is headed by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

Gates al so wel coned the Governnent's continued conmitnent to the MSC
despite the current econonic situation.

"The Mal aysi an Government's commitnent in proceeding with both the
El ectroni ¢ Governnment and Smart School flagship projects despite the
current economc turnoil is very comendable.”

"It sends a strong signal to the foreign conmunity on the national will
touse ITinthe broader econony, and will encourage further participation
and investment in the MSC "

Gates predicted the MSCinitiatives would bring changes that would al so
enconpass the | evel of Mal aysia's conpetitiveness gl obally.

"I anticipate that over tine, theseinitiatives will help to stimulate
| ocal businesses and enable (them to conpete in the region and worl dw de.

"They apply not just to large ... or high-technol ogy busi nesses. They
can hel p smal | busi nesses becone nuch nore efficient and productive, and
expand - without having to invest substantially - to reach new custoners."

Gates, however, urged the Governnment to continue bei ng on the hel m of
dealing with several issues which, if |eft unresolved, could thwart the
growt h of the Internet and personal conputer technol ogi es.

Anong his concerns were for anti-piracy assurances to protect
intellectual property onthe Internet and encryption standards to
saf eguard confidentiality of financial transactions and private
i nformation on the Internet.

He cal | ed for tel ecommuni cations deregul ation to bring down costs and
encour age conpetition, and al so said that i nnovation had to be al |l owed
wi t hout heavy government regul ati on.

( END)
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