18/ 11/ 1998
Gat hering of world | eaders

Angel a Rao

THE Apec Busi ness Summit gal a di nner at the Putra Worl d Trade Centre on
Monday, attended by sone of the nost powerful nen and wonen in the world,
was a glitzy and highly exciting affair.

One of the highlights of the ongoi ng Apec progranme of activities, the
event saw the el egantly-decorated Merdeka Hall swanped with 1, 000
del egates and officials attending the three-day Business Sunmit which
began on Sat urday.

Anmong those who cane in for attention was United States Vice-President
Al Gore who was standing in for US President Bill Cinton.

The black tie affair saw Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
sharing the VIP table with Gore and Japanese Prem er Kei zo Cbuchi .

Also in the spotlight were Philippines President Joseph Estrada, New
Zeal and Prinme M ni ster Jenny Shi pl ey, Vietnanese Prine M nister Phan Van
Khai and Peruvi an President Al berto Fujinori.

Apec Busi ness Advi sory Council chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Rami and
Institute of Strategic and I nternational Studies chairman and chi ef
executive officer Tan Sri Nordi n Sopi ee were there to wel cone t he hi gh-
profile guests.

The summt was hel d before the sixth Apec Econom c Leaders Meeting which
began yesterday at the Pal ace of Gol den Horses Hotel and will end today at
t he Cybervi ew Lodge, Cyberj aya.

The | eader' s neeting was preceded by the 10th Apec M nisterial Meeting
whi ch began | ast Saturday with a di nner hosted that ni ght by I nternationa
Trade and I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

The Apec progranme of activities began with the two-day informal senior
of ficials meeting |l ast Thursday.

Interest was al so focused on a photo exhi bition organi sed in conjunction
with the business sutmmit. The phot ographs are a collection of historic and
interesting events taken by New Straits Ti nes phot ographers.

Meanwhi | e, about 250 peopl e gathered at the Kual a Lumpur City Centre
Park on Sunday in a show of protest of globalisation and its adverse
effect on people's lives.

The 90-m nut e gat hering was organi sed by the Asia Pacific People's
Assenbl y.

During the gat hering, representatives fromvarious countries inthe Asia
Pacific region, includingthose fromMal aysi a, | ndonesi a and Phi | i ppi nes,
took turns to address the crowd.

Sone al so carried banners while others distributed flyers criticing

Apec.
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