14/ 08/ 1998
Dr M dismi sses specul ation of a snap general election

Kamar ul Yunus

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad yesterday di smissed the
notion that he was touring the states to prepare for a snap genera

el ection.

"That is what the foreigners think," he told reporters after |aunching
an exhi bition in Subang Jaya yesterday.

"l amgoing around the country to explain the present econom c downturn
to the people.

"Most people still do not understand why we are tal ki ng about an
econom ¢ downturn when there are people who live in luxury and confort,
(when) prices of commbdity such as pal moil and cocoa are better and
(when) certain businesses flourish.

"So | need to explain to themand it is better for ne to explain to them
personal ly."

Dr Mahat hir was asked whether his tour and public rallies held in
several states of |late were a signal that the general election would be
hel d soon.

In the past two weeks, the Prine Mnister had visited Johor, Perak and
Penang. He flew to Sabah | ater yesterday.

Hs visit to Sabah, he admitted, is specifically ained at garnering
support for the Barisan Nasional for the upcom ng state el ection

"I'n Sabah, we are going to have an election and | am going to Sabah now.
That is a different matter," he added.

On talk of arift between himand Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi mdespite the latter having repeatedly pledged his loyalty to him
Dr Mahat hir said he cannot stop people, including the press, from
specul ati ng.

"I have nothing (nore) to say... as | have said in the past, even if |
show people a white paper, they will still think it is black.

"If we say it is white, they will say it is black. The press will also
say it is black ... ," he added.

Dr Mahat hir was asked to conment on Anwar's statenment in Penang on
Tuesday. Anwar, who is Umo deputy president and the state's party |iaison
chief, had said he was not contesting the Umo presidency in the party
el ections next year and that all divisions in the state woul d nom nate Dr
Mahathir to retain the post.

The Prime Mnister was | ater received by Labuan Menber of Parlianent
Abdul Ml ok Awang Danmit and federal heads of departnment on arrival at the
air force base in Labuan at 6.45pmfor a two-day visit to the Federa
Territory.

He was acconpanied by wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Al

Dr Mahat hir woul d nmeet Labuan Bari san Nasi onal (BN) | eaders over dinner
foll owed by a cl osed-door neeting with Labuan Umo | eaders.

Today, he will inspect devel opnent projects on the island, including the
new term nal buil ding of the Labuan airport, and then | eave for Kota
Kinabalu to start his visit to Sabah.
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