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Generic drugs are so much cheaper

Cheah Chor Soo

"CURE Qur Economic Ills" and "Say No to M- s Bitter Pills" were two

cat chy sl ogans found on Buy Mal aysi an pharmaceuti cal posters unveil ed by
t he Mal aysi an Organi sation of Pharnmaceutical Industries (Mpi) last April

The posters, which are nowa comon si ght at hospitals, clinics and
phar maci es t hr oughout the country, is an assertion of Mopi's commitnent to
support the Buy Ml aysi an canpai gn t hrough t he pronoti on of the use of
| ocal | y-produced generic drugs.

This follows the call by Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng to both
public and private nedical practitioners to optim se the use of |ocally-
produced generic drugs in viewof the current econom c situation

"These | ocal products, cheaper and of equal quality when conpared with
branded, i nported products, al so encourage effective cost contai nnment
wi t hout conpromni sing on effective healthcare in the country," said Mpi
presi dent David Ho.

As a conparison, Ho pointed out that sone |ocally manufactured anti -
hypertensi ve drugs are 758 per cent cheaper than i nported ones.

Anti biotics cost 560 per cent |less and anti-viral drugs 289 per cent
cheaper.

Mopi's inclinationto introduce a nore affordable alternative w t hout
conprom sing on quality, should be enul at ed by ot her manuf act urers of
| ocal goods.

Such a nmove is crucial to bridge the existing gap in the country's
current account deficit, correct the i mbal ance i n the bal ance of paynents
and ease inflationary pressures.

Mobi l'ising the people to place their faith i n Made-in- Mal aysi a
mer chandi se may sound easy. Thi s can be achi eved by educati ng consunmers on
the availability of the | ocally-nmade goods and services. The difficult
part lies in sustaining their interest over the long term

Unl ess manuf acturers consistently stress on quality, durability,
reliability and affordability - which are prine attracti ons of Ml aysi an-
made products - it will not take | ong before the "buy local first"
ent husiasmfizzl es out.

However, feeling dejected or cheated over the fact that the product has
failed mserably tolive up to their expectations, do not give consumers a
good reason to idolise inmported stuff. They should instead reject the
inferior ones and support those which inpress in quality.

This way, market forces are let to rule and the notion of supply and
demand wi Il weed out the bad apples in the industry and servi ces.

In short, quality is a two-way matter. |f Ml aysi an consunmers accept
certain | owstandards, goods of simlar quality will continue to flood the
market. |f poor serviceis tolerated, the providers of such poor service
will proliferate and even prosper.

Consuner s shoul d be bol d enough to drawthe |ine by insisting on the
best in quality of goods and services fromMal aysi an manuf acturers and
service providers

As such, Mopi's concerted efforts in bringing together 32 pharnmaceutica
manuf act uri ng conpanies with factories or facilities in Ml aysia, all
licensed by the Health Mnistry's Drug Control Authority, deserves true
prai se.

Inthe ast fewyears, Mpi has invested nore than RMLOO nmillion in the
upgr adi ng and noderni sation of the i ndustry by setting up new pl ants and



areas of high-technol ogy manuf acturing.

Mopi menbers are actively engaged in research and devel opnent for
product devel oprment, formul ati on i nprovenent and t he drug delivery system
They currently produce 35 per cent of Mal aysi a's nmedi ci ne requi renent.

Thus, the industry has rapidly devel oped and evol ved into a nodern
i ndustry capabl e of produci ng a wi de range of internationally accepted
products, which neet the stringent standards of Good Manufacturing
Practice (GWP).

On a wi der perspective, conpani es shoul d al so devote nore efforts for
effective brandi ng, marketing and pronoti on of their goods. They shoul d
beef up their distribution networks to ensure the availability of their
products to end-users on a borderl ess basis.

M ni ster of International Trade and I ndustry Datuk Seri Rafi dah Azi z has
advi sed | ocal busi nesses agai nst | ooki ng at exports as "sonet hi ng t hat
they do only when there is a surplus fromdonestic orders or when
necessary, or even as an afterthought".

Launching of this year's Industrial Excellence Awards, Rafidah hoped
t hese woul d spur conpani es to be nore aware of the i nportance of nanagi ng
gual ity and mai ntai ni ng conpetitioninthe gl obal market.

There are four categories for the awards: Production Excel |l ence Award,
Export (Trade) Excellence Award, Export (Service) Excellence Award and
Qual ity Managenent Award. Two speci al awards are al so bei ng i ntroduced
this year - for Ml aysian Brand Products and Desi gn.

In dismssing the call that "Buy Mal aysi an" i s synonynous to propogating
econom ¢ nationalism Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad has
sai d Mal aysi ans sinply have to buy | ocal products because i nported goods
have becone nore expensive as a result of the ringgit depreciation

If all Mal aysians were to respond to the call, he said the nationa
economrry woul d recover faster.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim neanwhile, has al so
chided the Mal aysi an rich and fanous who refused to change their
percepti on about | ocal products and do not bother to give their support to
the "Buy Mal aysi an" canpai gn.

He al so expressed surprise that the people are not aware that Mal aysia's
furniture and furnishing have been very wel |l received internationally.

To ensure the canpai gn's success, four nmajor newspapers - the New
Straits Tinmes, The Star, Sin Chew Jit Poh and Tanmi | Nesan have stepped
forward to of fer an attracti ve package for | ocal manufacturers to
advertise their products for six weeks at RML, 500.

The adverti senents, to apppear every Friday, will pronote a maxi num of
three products.

COM NG EVENTS:

* Dr Mahathir will [aunch two "Love Mal aysi a, Buy Mal aysi an" exhi bitions
organi sed by the National Artistes, Singers and Songwiters Associ ation
(Papita) and t he Sel angor MCA Youth on July 7 and 10 respectively.

* Papita will hold an exhibition at the Taipan Triangle in USJ 5, Subang
Jaya, fromJuly 5 to 25.

* The Love Mal aysi a Consurer and Trade Fair '98 exhibition will be held
at the Mal aysi a | nternational Exhibition and Showoom M nes Resort City,
fromJuly 10 to 19.
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