13/ 10/ 1998

Gerak defends action of Anwar supporters

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Mal aysi an Peopl e's Justice Movenent (Gerak) today
defended the acti on of sonme supporters of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimin
criticising the country and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
from abroad

Its secretariat head Mahfuz Orar said their action was justifiable as
t hese peopl e had faced pressure when voicing their sentinents here.

He said: "Even Pas, a registered body, has been denied the right to
speak publicly as police have rejected applications for it to hold
ceramah. "

Ironically, Mahfuz, who is al so deputy Pas Youth chief, was saying this
at a Press conference a day after Gerak chai rman Dat uk Fadzil Noor had
sai d the moverment was not out to chanpi on Anwar.

Mahfuz's Press conference, held at Pas party headquarters i n Tanan
Mel ewar, Batu Caves, was al so to announce the stand of the so-called Save
t he Peopl e's Money Action Conmittee on the recent Renong Bhd RMLO. 5
billion debt restructuring proposal. It was al so attended by foreign
journalists.

Three supporters of the former Deputy Prime Mnister - former Umo Youth
assi stant secretary Saifudin Nasution Ismail, forner Penang Umo Yout h
chi ef Abdul Rahi m Ghouse and Anwar's former political secretary Mhamad
Ezam Mohd Noor - are reportedly abroad and | ately had been faxing Press
statements critical of the Governnent fromJakarta, Bangkok and Manil a.

On Gerak's next nmove following its failure to hold arally at the
National Stadiumin Bukit Jalil, Mahfuz said the event woul d now be
shifted to the Kubang Pasu parliamentary constituency in Kedah

Asked how confident he was that a permit woul d be i ssued consi dering
that the police had not given approval for the Barisan Nasional to hold a
premier rally | ast Saturday at Bukit Jalil, Mahfuz sai d:

"Kedah Pas has nmet the State police and was told that as | ong as any
gathering is held within a fenced up area, no permt is required.”

On the Save the Peopl e's Money Action Conmittee, Mahfuz, who is its
chai rman, sai d the peopl e's approval shoul d be obtained first before any
public funds were used to hel p ailing conpani es.

The committee, forned two nonths ago, is represented by Pas, Parti
Rakyat Mal aysi a, Consuner Associ ation of Penang, the Mislim Youth
Movenent, Teras Pengupayaan Mel ayu, the Hotel Enpl oyees' Uni on, Keretap
Tanah Mel ayu Wor kers Uni on, Gabungan Mahasi swa | sl am Senmenanj ung,

Per sat uan Daya Pengel uar an Negara, the Kel antan Musl i m\Wor kers Associ ati on
and the four student unions of Universiti Mlaya, Universiti Putra
Mal aysi a, Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a and Uni versiti Teknol og
Mal aysi a.
( END)
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