28/ 10/ 1998

Gerak | aunches boycott of Malay daily

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Mal aysi an Peopl e's Justice Mouvenent (Gerak)
toni ght hel d a gathering to commenorate the 10t h anni versary of Oper asi
Lal ang and to [ aunch a boycott agai nst the Utusan group of newspapers.

Gerak - a coalition of Pas, DAP, Parti Rakyat Mal aysia and several NGOs
- was forned late | ast nonth to forge greater justice and seek the
abolition of the Internal Security Act.

Present at the gathering toni ght were DAP secretary-general LimKit
Si ang, Pas deputy president Hadi Awang, PRMpresident Dr Syed Husin Al
and I nternational Movenent for a Just World president Dr Chandra Muzaffar

Gerak secretary Mahfuz Orar said the boycott of Utusan Mal aysi a woul d be
fromNov 1 to 8 to showtheir displeasure at the newspaper for printing
"fal se reports" especially about the novenent and the ill ega
dermonstrations held inthe city for the | ast few weeks.

Chandra said the | SAwas not the reason that the country had achi eved
prosperity, peace and harnmony anong the rmulti-racial people.

He said countries which had laws sinilar to the | SA including South
Africa and | srael, had not been peaceful and prosperous.

He cited Singapore as a good exanple of a country which had a | aw
simlar to the | SA but had renmi ned stabl e and prosperous as justice and
the rights of the people were upheld.

Mal aysi an | sl am ¢ Students Associ ati on presi dent Am di Dat uk Abdul Manan
sai d the nedia was being used to prop up an "unpopul ar" Gover nnent.

He said the denponstrations held in the city were peaceful protests
agai nst the Governmnent.

Anmi di was rel eased fromdetenti on under the | SA on Cct 5.

Hadi sai d Gerak was not a political novenent but a gathering of nulti-
raci al parties and organi sati ons whi ch were seeking justice and the end of
the Barisan Nasional rule.

He sai d t he peopl e shoul d not be m sl ed by the Government which said
t hat Pas and DAP were worki ng together for their own cause.

Syed Husin said the boycott of Utusan Ml aysia was justified. He clainmed
it was being used to spread |lies and injustice.

Limsaid Dr Mahat hir should call for a snap el ection or otherw se give
the freedomto the people to voice their views.

He said the police should not resort to brutality by putting down
denonstrations but instead protect the people.

He said the | SA was the reason the police had acted brutally and
arbitrarily agai nst those peopl e who spoke agai nst t he Gover nment.

( END)
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