16/ 09/ 1998

Gerakan agrees with PM s views on Si ngapore

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Cerakan today canme out in support of Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s statenent yesterday that Singapore is an
i nsensi tive nei ghbouring country which goes to the extent of exploiting

t he weaknesses of its nei ghbours.

The party's deputy secretary-general and Johor deputy chairman Dr Tan
Kee Kwong in a statenment said Singapore nust | ook forward i nstead of
harping on old sensitive issues with regard to Mal aysi a.

Ger akan was respondi ng to the nmenoirs of Singapore's Senior Mnister Lee
Kuan Yew whi ch made several all egations agai nst Mal aysi a.

Lee's menoirs cl ai ned that Ml aysi a had used "bul | yi ng and i ntim dation"
tactics during the two countries' brief federation and still believed it
coul d use the water issue to cowits nei ghbour.

"The various al |l egati ons agai nst Mal aysia witten by Singapore Senior
M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew does not help at all to inprove the rel ations
bet ween both nations," Dr Tan said.

Meanwhi | e, Defence M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar described t he
menoi rs as mani pul ati on of history.

Syed Hanmid said all sorts of past issues were raised and raci al
sentinments fanned.

"He is good at manipulating facts to nmake them appear as if that was
what actual | y happened and i s very i nsensitive towards a nei ghbouri ng
country."

Syed Hami d al so sai d the mani pul ati on was not healthy for a | eader who
had hel d the hi ghest post in the republic.

In Mal acca, Umo supreme council nmenber Datuk Wra Mhd Ali Rustam who
is also State Umo |iaison deputy chief, described Lee's nenoirs as
not hi ng new and speci al .

"He is actually running out of ideas ... that is why he is harping on
ol d issues.

"By constantly coming up with negative remarks about Mal aysia, he is
hopi ng that he can remain forever in power. As a senior mnister, such
derogatory remarks definitely give hi msone formof political mleage."

In Johor, State Umo Youth chairman Hasni Mohanmad said that Lee's
caustic menoirs woul d not distract the State Youth novenent fromits
efforts intryingto snoothen rel ati ons between Mal aysi a and Si ngapor e.

"Lee's nmenoirs nmust not be allowed to hinder us fromstriving to i nprove
rel ati ons between our countries. W mnust constantly nove forward and seek
new perspectives. "

Hasni said he was very puzzled by Lee's views that Mal aysia had in the
past used the threat of cutting water supply as a leverage inits
relations with the republic.

"Mal aysi a has been at the forefront of many humanitarian efforts, even
in far-off places |ike Bosnia and Africa.

"Qur | eaders and the younger generation here understand the need to
pronot e i nternati onal understandi ng and cooperation. "
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