12/ 07/ 1998

Ghaf ar: Changi ng our | eaders not the answer

| POH, Sat. - Former Deputy Prime Mnister Tun Ghafar Baba today said
changing | eaders i s not the answer to resol ving Mal aysi a's econom ¢
probl ens.

I nstead, the people should unite and give their full support to the
Governnent if they wanted to see the econony recover faster

He said the people nust have faith in the | eadership of Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and i n t he nmeasures taken by t he Gover nment
to solve the econom c probl ens.

Ghafar, in apparent reference to | ndonesi a, said:

"They (the people) have renoved their | eader in the hope of resol ving
t heir econonic problems, and a new | eader is nowin power but the problens
still remain."

Ghafar, who is a fornmer Umo deputy president, was here as part of his
nati onwi de tour to explainto Umo nenbers about the econom ¢ sl owdown. He
has so far nmet party menbers in Kel antan and Kedah.

Al so present at the gathering at the Town Hall were Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Ramli Ngah Talib and Umo information chief Datuk Dr Yusof Nor.

Ghafar saidit was inportant that the confidence of foreign investors
was restored so that the econony coul d recover faster.

"The peopl e shoul d al so hel p by reduci ng their expenditure."

On his involvment in hel ping the Governnent expl ain the present economc
probl ens to the people, Chafar said he felt obliged to contribute towards
econom ¢ recovery and that it was not to gain personal support.
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