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Ghani: Nowis the tinme for prudent managenent
Thanam Vi svanat han

JOHOR BARU, Thurs. - The State Government will not use the currency
probl emas an excuse to brood, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani G hnan said

t oday.
"Instead, this is atime for us to think through our projects and
policies nore carefully and in greater detail, to see how we can best

weat her this situation, without conproni si ng on necessary devel opnent
projects,” he said.

He urged peopl e of Johor to heed the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s call to be prepared to make sacrifices in neetingthe
chal | enges ahead.

Quoting the Chinese saying, "In tinmes of peace, one plans for war. In
ti mes of war, one plans for peace", Ghani said that while the econony was
buoyant, many peopl e rushed in to invest in the hope of reaping big
profits.

He said that the present chall enging times was an "opportunity" for the
St at e Governnent and the peopl e of Johor to showtheir nettle.

"W need to take stock of the present situation, and change our attitude
accordi ngly. These adj ust ments are necessary and i nportant, because the
nation's dignity and sovereignty are at stake.

"Only by sacrificing can we avoi d conprom si ng our sovereignty the way
Sout h Korea and Thai |l and have done, by opting for a bail-out fromthe
I nternational Monetary Fund."

Ghani said this after addressing a gathering of officers and staff of
t he Johor civil service at Konpl ex | sl amhere today.

He said that for the new year, the State CGovernnent woul d adopt the
measur es reconmended by t he Federal Governnent, such as bei ng nore prudent
i n spending, reducingits reliance on inported goods and wor ki ng t owar ds
i ncreasi ng exports.

He reiterated that Johor had t he advant age of being hone to severa
| arge export-oriented i ndustries that were anong the biggest in the
country.

Anong themwas the production of palmoil, chickens and orchids, and the
manuf acture of furniture and textiles.

"The State Governnent will hold regular meetings with nenbers of these
i ndustries, to discuss howwe can best support themin further increasing
productivity and exports.

"We wi || al so enphasi se i ncreasi ng food production, not only by worki ng
on idle land, but al so by supporting food-based i ndustries, vegetable
farmers and producers, and farmers' associ ations."

He added that the State woul d not shel ve devel opnment projects pl anned
for the year.

As an exanpl e, he said the State would press on with the redevel opnent
of the Miar and Pontian districts.

"The only difference is that we will now find ways for nore prudent
pl anni ng, managi ng and i npl ement ati on of these projects.”

( END)
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