05 JUN 1998

GHAPUR DENIES JO NI NG THE OPPCSI TI ON

TAWAU, June 5 (Bernamm) -- Forner Sabah Deputy Chief M nister and
Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Abdul Ghapur Salleh has denied runmours that he has
joined the opposition.

He said the runmours were created to split Sabah Ummo.

"I will not eave Umo since it is the only party which can saf eguard
the interest of bum puteras in Sabah and I will continue ny struggle and
contributions for Umo," he told reporters, here.

Ghapur said his decision to be excluded fromthe state cabinet had | ed
to specul ations especially fromthe opposition.

In fact, he said he had decided to resigned fromthe state cabinet in
Decenmber but stayed on after being advised so by Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad.

Ghapur said he had witten to Dr Mahathir in April this year that he
was no longer interested to hold both posts and this had been agreed to by
the prime mnister.

Ghapur expressed confidence in his successor Datuk Gsu Sukam who woul d
assune duties on Mnday.
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