08/ 05/ 1998

PM | did not give Harris ny bl essings

KOTA KI NABALU, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has di sm ssed tal ks
t hat he gave his bl essings for forner Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Harris
Sal | eh to take over the | eadership of Parti Bari san Rakyat Sabah

Ber sekut u.

The Prime Mnister refuted clains that he met Harris prior to his
announcement that he woul d | ead Ber sekut u.

The Umo Suprene Council had at its neeting | ast Monday expelled Harris
fromthe party for contravening its constitution by joining Bersekutu.

Dr Mahat hir said al though Harris clained that he had resigned fromUmo,
the party did not receive any docunent on his resignation.

He said Umo had in fact expelled Harris.

Dr Mahathir al so said Bersekutu and the Parti Bersatu Sabah, another
Opposition party in the State, woul d not be accepted into the BN even if
they won the next State el ection.

"There is only one BN and that's the one that is here now... we wll not
accept any party before or after the elections," he said, adding that
Ber sekutu and PBS had chosen to oppose the BN

On whet her Harris' returnto active politics would jeopardi se the State
BN s strength, Dr Mahathir said he (Harris) could be a spoil er because one
or two votes could cause the defeat of a candidate.

"He has bi g nui sance val ue and we don't need nui sance," the Prine
M ni ster said.

He said Harris had his chance (to | ead the State) but he ruined it and
was nowtrying to get the people to forget how nuch they disliked him

Harris was Chief M nister under the Berjaya State Governnent from1976
to 1985 after which he was unseated by the PBS.

"The people threw hi mout “1og, stock and barrel'." Al though, Dr
Mahat hir said, Harris was once his good friend, he (Dr Mahathir) did not
want to have anything to do with peopl e who had spoil ed everyt hi ng when
they were in power.

( END)
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