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Gve PMfull support in tackling problens

Enoch Sng

AT this critical point with the econom ¢ probl emsweeping the region, it
is crucial that all Ml aysians give Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad their full support in steering the country out of troubled waters.

He i s the man who has brought devel opment to the country in preparation
for the next mllennium

I n good tines, everyone prai sed and honoured hi m Besi des bei ng highly
respected and adored in the country, the many awards conferred on hi mby
vari ous Governnents and i nstituti ons are cl ear evi dence of the recognition
accorded to himas an international | eader who has spoken out for
devel opi ng nati ons.

In bad tines, are we going to forget his past achi evenents?

Have we so easily forgotten how everyone of us has benefited
collectively and personally fromthis man's efforts?

Loyal ty and friendship should | ast through good tines and bad ti nes.

Support for the Prime Mnister and his | eadership, solidarity and unity
have ensured political stability in our country. It is this political
stability that has all owed Mal aysia to thrive for the past four decades
and that will see us through this problem

One nei ghbouring country has booted out its Prine Mnister, blamng its
financi al probl enms squarely on him although therewas little politica
stability over the past decade, before he took office

During t he weeks of political turnoil |leading to his departure, the
country's currency fell and it hasn't stopped sliding after he had | eft
of fice.

Anot her country, which has been experiencing political instability for
years and recently headed for a change of governnent, took a severe crash
t hat no one woul d have dreant coul d happen to such a | arge econony.

Then, there is a southern nei ghbour which is relatively stable but now
teetering in face of threats fromw thin which are underminingits
political instability.

Clearly, political stability is crucial at this time. Loyalty and faith
inour Prime Mnister are inportant in achieving it. Do not fall prey to
certain nediathat is quick to bl ane anyone for the region's problens. Can
he by his words al one bring down the econoni es of Asia? Such a viewis
pr epost er ous.

If outspokenness is the issue here, then it is a virtue that nust be
defended. If the | ack of prudence in borrowing is the point of contention
thenit is amjor lesson for all the affected Asian countries and a
qguestion mark for the forei gn banks whi ch have been happily di shing out
| oans by the billions.

One wonders what the difference is between | oan sharks and such bankers
- soready to lend, yet in such a hurry to seek repaynent. And when you
default, they confiscate your assets. There are al ways two sides to a
story.

Dr Mahathir will see us through these difficult times. He is the
architect and engi neer of our progress. Nowthe doctor in himis mch
needed to restore the country's econony to good health. W the patients
nmust be patient and give our full co-operation to the good doctor. W must
have trust in him
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