27 COCT 1998
Sabbar uddi n- Hol i day
G VE THE HOLI DAY ON THE MONTH S FI RST SATURDAY - M NI STRY

KUALA BERANG Cct 27 (Bernama) -- The Culture, Arts and Tourism
M nistry wants the once-a-nonth Saturday holiday proposed for civil
servants to be given on the first Saturday of each nonth.

M ni ster Datuk Seri Sabbaruddin Chi k said people would have noney to
spend in the early part of the nonth and it was also the tinme when they
deci ded on the fam |y budget.

"For the sake of tourism we feel that the first Saturday of ecah nonth
is the best choice,” he told reporters after opening a tourist boat
operating course at Tasi k Kenyir here.

In the 1999 Budget presented |ast Friday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad proposed the once-a-nmonth Saturday off for civil servants
to encourage themto go visiting and thereby boosting tourism

Sabbaruddi n said that under the Budget, the mnistry was all ocated
RML70 million for tourismpronotional activities.

He said that apart fromthe traditional markets of Europe and the
United States, the mnistry would al so focus on China and India and explore
new markets |ike Central Asia.

The governnment had rel axed entry requirenents for people from China and
India and nore tourists were expected to arrive fromthe two countries, he
sai d.

Sabbaruddin also hit out at the pro-reformati on denonstrations carried
out in Kuala Lunpur since the sacking of former Deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahim

He said they affected tourismand the earnings of traders in areas
where the protests took place.

Sabbaruddi n, who is also Umo secretary-general, alleged that the
denonstrators were trying to prevent Anwar, who has been chaged with
corrupt practices and sexual msconduct, frombeing tried in court.

- - BERNAMA

SBJ SK



	GIVE THE HOLIDAY ON THE MONTH'S FIRST SATURDAY - MINISTRY (Bernama 27/10/1998)

