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G ve the National Social Service a chance to prove its worth

Azrani Rustam

AFTER nmuch debat e over the need and advant ages of having a nati onal
servi ce programe, the National Social Service project was | aunched | ast
Monday by Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin.

Wth the primary ai mof conbating social ills anbng youths, the
programme ki cked of f with a nmonth-1ong nationw de pilot project involving
1,000 post-Sijil Pel ajaran Mal aysi a students random y sel ected by State
Educati on Departments.

They have been assenbl ed at 20 desi gnated centres, including State youth
and sports conpl exes, and trai ni ng centres of governnent departnents and
agencies in all States and Labuan.

A total of 80 specially-trained instructors will conduct courses of
skil | s and managenent trai ning, tal ent buil di ng, adventure, recreation,
and career gui dance.

At the end of each course, the trainers are required to submt reports
tothe ministry on the participants' response to the programre. The
mnistry will also collect feedback fromparents on the behavi our of their
children after the course.

Al t hough t he nunber of participants is small and the project is costing
t he Governnent sone RML.5 mllion, it will serve as a test for the NSS
concept and provide the mnistry with a cl earer perspective beforeit is
fully inplenented | ater.

At the pilot project's |aunching at the Kampung Pandan Yout h and Sports
Conpl ex, Muhyiddin said the reason for having a "test run" was to identify
weaknesses in the programe and rectify thembefore full inpl enentation.

He said the programe had to be studied carefully because it invol ved
conplicated i ssues such as huge costs and | ogi stic probl ens.

For that reason, the nministry had set up a committee to nonitor the
progress of the programre and nake reconmendati ons for inprovenents.

The programme's initial objectiveis toinclude youths who are waiting
for the SPMresults in character devel opnent activities. About 300,000 to
400, 000 students conplete their FormFive each year.

Thi s woul d occupy the youths during their spare tine and keep t hem busy
so that they will not indulge in socially unhealthy activities.

The NSS progranme was proposed in February | ast year by the mnistry
after Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad expressed concern over
the social ills pervading our youths.

Dr Mahat hir al so spoke about the possibility of introducing progranmres
simlar to the national service for school -1 eavers.

Wth the nunber of youth-related crimnal cases of rape, nurder, drug
trafficking, vandalism prostitution and abandoni ng of babi es on the
i ncrease, the Government sees a need to conduct special devel opnent
courses to keep the youths on the right track.

Yet the announcenent on the setting up of the NSS was not w t hout
scepticism Uncertaininitially of the progranme’'s content and dynami cs,
sonme peopl e doubt ed the ef fecti veness of the programe to curb soci al
ills.

Wien it was earlier believed that the programme woul d be nade conpul sory
to all school |eavers, critics pointed out that conpul sory nati onal
servi ce m ght aggravate the shortage of workers.

It was suggested that the programe shoul d i nclude stints in |ocal
conpani es to equip youths with technical skills which will prepare them



for the job narket.

Sone even conmented that the programe woul d be a waste of taxpayers
noney.

In April last year, Johor Baru MP Mohd Khal ed Nordi n said t he probl em of
di sci pli ne anong school -1 eavers was not severe enough to warrant such a
pr ogr amme.

Qpposition Leader LimKit Siang said | ast year it was i nappropriate to
address soci al problens after youths had | eft school since the nost
suitable time "to deal with the root cause of social ills was during
character-building in school s".

Furt hernore, questions were raised about how the programe woul d operate
vis-a-vis the much publici sed Rakan Muda progranme.

Gven the altruistic ainms of the NSS and the supposed fail ures of
previ ous youth programres, it would seemthat the criticisnms and
scepticismare justified.

Yet the NSS shoul d be gi ven a chance to devel op and try to achi eve those
ai ns.

Mihyi ddin said to ensure its success the NSS woul d be expanded
gradual ly.

He said the ministry woul d assess the pilot project and consi der
expandi ng t he i nt ake next year to between 5,000 and 10, 000.

But even if it succeeds to cater for all school-leavers in the country,

t he NSS shoul d not be seen as the answer to all the social ills affecting
the yout hs.

Real success depends on the ability of the NSSto fit into a nore
conprehensive effort to eradicate social ills at all |evels through
educati on and counsel |i ng.

It nust al so be noted that the root cause of npbst socially destructive
behavi our is the breakdown in the famly system

Thus, before any age-specific problemrenedial programes coul d function
effectively, the fam |y structure shoul d be saved first.

Shoul d these efforts on a general scale fail, the NSS would only prove
ineffective and add to the long list of failed social progranmmes.

But the witer nust put on record that unlike other hasty quick-fix
yout h programmes whi ch were i ntroduced i n the past but only to be scrapped
later, the ministry had planned the NSS quite well

Last Friday, Mihyiddin announced that a task force chaired by the
mnistry's youth director-general, Raja Roslan Raja Samah, had been set up
to inprove the programme in the future.

Gven tine, effort and proper planning, the NSS should be able to
achieve its objectives.
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