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Gving Muslimminorities in Europe their place

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The chal | enge faced by European society today is in
defining the extent Muslimmninorities should be allowed to |ive a Muslim
lifestyle in a secul ar society.

German Oriental Institute director Professor Dr Udo Steinbach said this
was an absol utely new phenonenon i n Gerrmany as its Miusli mpopul ati on had
risentothree mllionin the |last 30 years.

"The sort of liberal, pluralistic Islamwhich pernmits the various groups
tolive together in Malaysia is the sort of societal nodel that we shoul d
study. "

St ei nbach was speaki ng at the Mal aysi an- Eur opean Uni on Joi nt Seni nar:
"Europe and the Islamic Wrld" organised by the Institute of Islamc
Under st andi ng Mal aysi a and Oxford Centre for Islamc Studies (Ccis),
supported by the European Uni on.

It was opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
yesterday. The New Straits Times is the official newspaper.

A scholar on Islamin the Mddl e East, Steinbach is the author of
Contenporary Islam whichis witten in German and has been transl at ed
into Italian.

He sai d the book di scusses the position of Islamin various Islamc
countries, including Mal aysi a.

"It woul d be good to nake clear to the European public and their
politicians that Malaysiais a peculiar country."”

Anong these "peculiarities", Steinbach said, was an approach to Islam
t hat enconpasses denocracy, a certain anmount of secularity and a | i beral
systemin that it allow other religions to exist within the sane society.

"I think thisis really a peculiar feature of Ml aysia that on one hand
you try to bring back Islaminto society and at the same time you do not
mar gi nal i se the others.”

He said the perception anong Westerners that |Islamwas an excl usive and
even intol erant religion seened, to a certain extent, to be confirned by
devel opnents in Iran, Afghanistan and Egypt.

"Normal | y, when Westerners see Islam they see the Mddle East. It is
i mportant to | ook beyond and take a | ook at what is going on in this part
of the world."

Anbassador | ngmar Karl sson fromthe Swedi sh Enbassy i n Prague, said
raci smand i ntol erance wer e gai ni ng strength t hroughout Europe in reaction
to the | arge nunber of inmgrants.

"These probl ens are al ready so serious that they can only be sol ved by
joi nt European endeavours and a consi stent European i nm gration and
refugee policy."

( END)



	Giving Muslim minorities in Europe their place (NST 26/03/1998)

