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Ganes- openi ng
GLI TTERI NG CEREMONY MARKS COVMONWEALTH GAMES OPENI NG

By: Tham Choy Lin

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 11 (Bernamm) -- The 16th Commonweal th Ganes opened
amdst a glitter of fireworks and dancing |asers tonight as hosts Ml aysia
bid a warm and rapturous "Sel amat Datang” to the record turnout of 5,000
athletes and officials from70 countries.

Ri si ng above the gl oom of an economic crisis to bring the Ganes to Asia
for the first tine, Malaysia rolled out a grand traditional Malay wel cone
har ki ng back to the ancient Ml acca sultanate and paraded the best of its
rich cultural diversity in the colourful six-hour extravaganza at the
Nati onal Stadi um

The air tingled with a golden glow during the rousing traditional
wel cone cerenony by 2,000 performers who swirled and danced carrying trays
of "bunga emas" (golden flowers) on their heads during a mass silat display
(Malay martial art).

Mal aysi @' s nmonarch, Yang di-Pertuan Tuanku Ja'afar, struck a
traditional gong three tinmes to raise the curtain for the Ganes, the | ast
to be be held for this century. The next Ganes will be hosted by Manchester
in the year 2002.

A 16-cannon sal ute reveberated around the stadi um when the King
decl ared the Ganes open.

In the royal box were the Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Naji hah and
Commonweal th Ganes Federation (CGF) President Prince Edward, who al so
represented his nother, Queen Elizabeth II. The Queen, who is the head of
t he Conmonweal th, will close the Ganes on Sept 21.

Al so anobng the VIPs were Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, CG- chairman M chael
Fennel | of Jamaica, International A ynpic Conmittee president Juan Antonio
Samar anch and Kual a Lunpur Mayor Tan Sri Kamaruzzaman Shariff.

Al so gracing the occasion were Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah of Brunei and
Fijian Prine Mnister CGeneral Sitiveni Rabuka to mark Fiji's return to the
Ganes.

Thunder ous appl ause greeted the arrivals of the Royal couple and Dr
Mahat hir when they were driven into the stadium Prince Edward and Fennel |
were driven to the VIP dais with made-in-Ml aysia Proton Perdana cars.

Bef ore the cerenony proper, the crowmds were warned up with a three-hour
| ong pre-show of singing led by local pop darling Siti Nurhaliza and a
nail -biting parachute junp by 16 paratroopers who had to negotiate
skilfully into the narrow opening in the roof of the oval -shaped stadi um

The | ast parachutist to descend was dressed as Wra, the orang utan
mascot for the Ganes.

In the march-past for athletes and officials, Canada, the previous
hosts, led the way and they were foll owed by the other countries in
al phabetical order before the Ml aysian contingent cane in towards the end.

As on previous occasions, the parade was a lively and eye-catching
affair. Several of the Pacific island nations were dressed in grass skirts
and many of the African countries were in their colorful ethnic attire.

The Canadi ans charnmed the crowd by throwi ng frisbees to the spectators.
Sampa stole the linmelight with their inpronptu tribal wel cone dance and had
the crowd cl amouring for nore.

The South African contingent stepped in a formation of the flag, the
Scots with their nale athletes dressed in light blue kilts marched out with
a row of bag pipers in front.



The teanms from Sri Lanka, Pakistan, |India and Bangl adesh, who have
t housands of mgrant workers in Ml aysia, were welconmed with hearty
appl ause.

The | oudest cheers were saved for the hone contingent which stepped out
in stylish white and red baju kebaya and Baju Melayu | ed by chef-de-m ssion
Dat uk Khal id Yunus.

Shout s of "Mal aysia Bol eh” greeted the honesters as they rounded the
track am dst the deafening roar of approval.

As soon as the athletes were settled in their seats, the stadiumlights
were di med and sounds of Ml aysian rainforests filled the air as 2,000
school children dressed as birds, bees and flowers began an entrancing
dance to depict the natural beauty of Ml aysia.

The stadiumwas transforned into a sea of twinkling lights as the
t housands of spectators waved |ight torches and canera fl ashes popped
non- st op.

Tan Sri Hashi m Mohd Ali, executive chairnman of the Ganes organisers,
Sukom Ni nety Ei ght Bhd, then took to the rostrumto wel come the athletes
and pl edged to make the Ganmes the best ever for the current ml !l ennium

Former Commonweal th gold nmedalists, shuttlers Razif Sidek and Sylvia
Ng, ran the final lap of the Queen's Baton run and in a touching gesture of
honour, the baton was then passed to 79-year-old Koh Eng Tong to present it
to Fennel |l .

Koh was Mal aysia's first Commonweal th nedal i st when he won the
wei ghtlifting featherweight gold in 1950 in Auckl and.

Fennel | then handed the baton which contains Queen Elizabeth's nmessage
to Prince Edward who read out her nessage.

In her nmessage, the Queen congratul ated Mal aysia and paid tribute to
t he Mal aysi an government for providing the "highest support™ for the
organi sati on of the Ganes which "deserves the hi ghest praise fromthe whole
of the Commonweal th community".

She expressed confidence that the conmpetitors and all those who
contributed to the arrangenments for this Ganes will | ook forward to the
experience that they will cherish all their lives.

The Queen al so said that she and her husband, Prince Philip, |ooked
forward to be in Kuala Lunpur for the final day of the Games, in particular
t he cl osi ng cerenony.

Three other Mal aysian former greats were al so honoured during the
cerenony. Cyclist Daud Ibrahim runner M Rajamani and shuttler Yew Cheng
Hoe acconpani ed the Commonweal th Ganes flag which was raised to the thenme
song of the Ganes "Forever As One" witten by |ocal conposer, Goh Boon Hoe.

For the oath-taking cerenmony, Malaysian bowing sensation Shalin
Zulkifli, with her right hand raised and the other holding the Ml aysian
flag, Jalur Genmilang, read the oath on behalf of the other athletes as the
flags of the participating countries were arranged in a sem-circle.

The finale of the cerenobny was a 40-m nute nusical with the thene,
"Unity Towards Progress", tracing the birth of the nation and overcom ng
t he pains of colonisation to be an independent country and the achi evenents
of the nation which recently celebrated its 41st national day on Aug 31

The stirring drama centred on the assenbly of a giant globe in the
mddle of the field ended with a recording of an excerpt of a previous
speech made by Dr Mahat hir: "Perjuangan bel um sel esai ... hanya yang cekal
dan tabah menbi na bangsanya dengan j aya."

A total of 213 gold nedals will be decided over the next 10 days in an
unprecedented 15 sports including the debut of rubgy, cricket, netball and
hockey.

Australia are again expected to return home with the lion's share for a
hattrick performance. They energed tops with 52 golds in Auckland in 1990



and 87 in Victoria in 1994.
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