21 JUL 1998
Ganes- Openi ng
GLI TTERI NG GAMES OPENI NG CEREMONY

MELAKA, July 21 (Bernama) -- Mal aysians and foreign visitors wll
witness a splendid and glittering Kuala Lunpur 98 Conmonweal t h Ganes
openi ng cerenony staged by 13,000 people, said Youth and Sports M nister
Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin here.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Ja'afar, will officiate the opening,
which will be a first for the head of state of a host nation, while in
previous Ganmes it was done by the Qeeen of Engl and.

"There will be an elenment of surprise at the opening, so please cone to
the National Stadiumat Bukit Jalil to witness it,"” said Mihyiddin during a
briefing on the Ganes | ast night.

The Ganes opening cerenony will be telecast live to several countries
and nore than 500 mllion viewers were expected to watch it on tel evision.

"The openi ng nmust be outstandi ng because it will be the wi ndow to gauge
t he grandeur of the Ganes," he said.

He said nore than 3,000 people will be involved in the cultural events
during the opening cerenony, 5,000 people will have flip cards, while the
rest will assist in other areas to nmake the opening a success.

The pre-opening show will begin at 5pmwhile the opening cerenony will
start at 8pm

However, Mihyiddin said it was inmportant to fill every section of the
stadi um as the success of the night will depend on the stadiumbeing filled
to capacity as wished by the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

He said the benefit of hosting the second | argest Ganes in the world
after the Aynpic Ganes would be realised in the | ong term because it woul d
provi de the opening to organi se nore sports neets of prestige.

"As such the successful managenent of the games will show Mal aysia as a
hi ghl y capabl e nation and we can prove it to the world," he said.

Al so present at the briefing were the Ml aka Chief Mnister Datuk Seri
Abu Zahar Isnin and other comunity | eaders.
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