08/ 01/ 1998

d obal neet to discuss tinber industry trends

THE Mal aysi an Ti nber | ndustry Board (Ml B) and t he Mal aysi an Ti nber
Council (MIC) is jointly organising aninternational tinber conferencein
March, which will assess future business potential and opportunities in
gl obal tinber trade.

The conference, the International Tinber Conference '98, will formnul ate
nore effective global strategies for the industry and will serve as a
platformfor exchangi ng views and the networking of ideas and strategies.

According to a statenent issued by MM B, the conference is schedul ed to
be held from March 5-7.

It is being organised with the aimof bringing to attention pertinent
i ssues and chall enges in the tinber industry while the world is noving
towards the next millennium

Wth the thene "d obalisation of the Tinber Industry in the Next
M1l enniun', the conference is expected to explore resulting opportunities
arising fromthe i ssues and chal | enges identifi ed.

It will enable participants to share experiences fromdifferent sectors
of the industry on the | atest devel opments and directions in the tinber
trade.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i s schedul ed to officiate
and del i ver a keynote address during the conference.

A total of eight papers and four panel discussions will also be
presented by foreign and | ocal industry | eaders.

The speakers and panel lists invited, include Wrld Bank gl obal forestry
chi ef Ji mDougl as, Food and Agriculture O gani sation senior forestry trade
analyst, Dr |I. J. Bourke, International Tropical Tinber O ganisation
executive director, Datuk Dr B. C. Y. Freezail ah and Geneva- based
International Trade Centre seni or market devel opnent officer J. L.

Al bal adej o.

O hers include M Ceoffrey Pleydell of Wl di ngham UK, MIC Eur ope
di rector Tham Si ng Khow, US | nternational Wod Products Associ ati on
chairman Carl Gade, Emirates Tradi ng Agency seni or managenment executive S.
Fayaz Ahmad and Weyer haeuse Co of US director of materials technol ogy
Amar N. Neogi .
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