09/ 10/ 1998

Call for global info canpaign "to correct m sconceptions

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Government should initiate a gl obal information
di ssem nati on canpai gn to correct m sconceptions onthe political and
security situation in the country due to irresponsible reporting by the
forei gn media.

In making this call, MC president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu said the
party was deeply disturbed by devel opnents whi ch arose due to the unfair
and one-sided reporting by the forei gn Press.

"Thi s nation has becone the focus of attention of the world conmunity
due to the false reports carried by the foreign nedia," Samy, who is al so
Works Mnister, told reporters after officiating the party's Central
Working Committee neeting at the M C headquarters here this norning.

Di scussions during the three-hour cl osed door session centred on
irresponsible reports inthe foreign nmedia, both print and el ectronic, and
the recent police shoot-outs which left nine nen and two wonen, i ncl uding
an expectant nother, dead.

On the irresponsi bl e foreign nedi a reports, Sany said he had di scussed
the issue with Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad during the
weekl y Cabi net neeting yesterday.

"The Prime M nister has urged our respective nmissions abroad to initiate
the publicity canpaign," Samy said.

Thi s, Sany added, woul d enabl e the world community to have the correct
perception on the nation's econom ¢ and political situation

"These reports by the foreign nedia has put Malaysia in a bad Iight and
its seens evident that this was their objective fromthe begi nning."

On neasures initiated by the | eadershi p t owards econoni ¢ recovery, Sany
said the party and the I ndian community was in full support of the Prine
M ni ster.

"We are confident these daring and i nnovative neasures woul d definitely
| ead the nation to econonic recovery in a short time and al so curb
inflation, price and wage increase.

"Irrespective of race or creed, we should stand united and t oget her
thwart attenpts by undesirable el ements out to disrupt peace and har nony
inthe country.”

Sany said the rakyat should realise that there are those whom he
descri bed as the nation's enenies out to sow seeds of di scontent anong the
communi ty by spreadi ng malicious runours and basel ess reports.
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