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Go for locally made goods, Mal aysians told

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Mal aysi ans must seriously consider buying | ocal
products as it not only hel ps curb currency outflow, but al so ensures the
heal t hy devel opment of the | ocal manufacturing industry.

Al ternative Response Sdn Bhd general manager Ml Khal i d Abdul | ah said for
a long ti ne when the econony was strong, Ml aysi ans had a choi ce of buyi ng
ei ther local or inported goods.

"W were exposed too nmuch to inported products, but noww th the val ue
of the ringgit depreciating, these goods have becone expensive and | ess
af fordabl e. "

"I'n many ways we do not have a choice (of inmported or |ocal products)
anynore," he said.

Speaking to reporters at the "Love Mal aysi a, Buy Mal aysi a" products
canpai gn and exhi bition at the Mal aysi a | nternational Design Export Centre
(ldec) in Sungai Besi today, Khalid said the centre was focussi ng on
encour agi ng Mal aysi ans to buy | ocal goods.

"Mal aysi ans have held a | ong-standi ng belief that inported goods are
better, nmuch to the detrinment of our local industries. W want to change
that."

He said | dec was established to assune a positive private sector rolein
encour agi ng Mal aysi ans to buy | ocal, suppl enenti ng and supportingthe
Governnent's efforts in that direction

The centre, | ocated on Level 2 of the Malaysia International Exhibition
& Show oom (M nes) here was | aunched yest erday by Prinme M ni ster Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Alternative Response, a subsidiary of the Country Heights Goup, is
nmanagi ng the centre.

"W want to expose Mal aysians to the best that our country has to offer
and al so provi de a centre where | ocal manufacturers can pronote their
products.

"This centre will be a neeting place for | ocal consunmers and
manuf acturers. "

But a nore inportant function of Idec, according to Khalid, isits role
as a trading centre for foreign buyers.

"To pronote exports and currency inflow, the centre will al so pronote
the | ocal conpanies internationally.

"It will also be easier for foreign buyers to view Ml aysi an products
because this centre will be a one-stop centre for them"”

Khal i d added that Alternative Response would al so work closely with the
Mal aysi a Ext ernal Trade Devel opnent Corporation and t he Mal aysi an forei gn
nm ssions to establish business |inks for | ocal manufacturers with overseas
buyers.

There are so far 50 conpani es pronoti ng Mal aysi an- made products such as
furniture, electrical appliances, building materials andtraditional batik
at the centre

"W expect a maxi mumof 100 conpanies to take part," Khalid said, adding
that the centre had a total exhibition space of 18,000 sq netres.

Khalid said fromnow until Mar 31 the conpani es woul d be all owed to use
the exhibition space for free and only needed to contribute 10 per cent of
their sales to the centre. "The proceeds woul d be used to finance further
pronotional activities."

Avisitor tothe centre, Datin Sharifah Syed Orar Shahabuddi n, who cane



with her daughter and a friend, said the exhibition was "interesting" and
had exposed her to nore | ocally-nmade products in the narket.
"I find the products of good quality and the prices are al so
reasonabl e, " she added.
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