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GO | NTO FRANCHI SE BUSI NESS, BUM PUTERAS TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, April 24 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad toni ght urged Bum puteras to venture into the less-risk
franchi se busi ness but prom ses lucrative returns.

He said al though the franchi se busi ness was introduced before the Wrld
VWar Il in the then Malaya, it is still regarded to be in its infancy.

The franchi se busi ness woul d provide opportunities to those who | ag
busi ness acunen and experience as not nmuch risk was invol ved but success
coul d be guaranteed and easily achi eved, he said when speaking at the
presentation of the Franchise Excellence Award 1997, here.

Dr Mahathir said if nore Bumi puteras went into business, it would be
easier to share the country's wealth anong the various races.

This woul d prevent jealousy as there are rich and poor in Ml aysia, he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir al so hoped that franchisees could expand their business and
i ntroduce | ocal cuisines like nasi |emak, satay, nasi mnyak and beriyan
into the franchi se business.

He said | ocal food could be devel oped under the franchise systemif
there was a serious effort and in fact, the franchi sees could becone big
t aukes.

He said the business did not require big capital and |l arge scale
pronmotions as all these would be taken care by the franchise hol ders.

" We are use to eating pizza hut, Mac Donal d's and KFC whi ch are not
our |local food. Those who have never eaten cheese al so enjoy eating them™
he said.

This is due to the approach and pronotions carried out for popul ar
brands of food, he said.

Meanwhi | e, Mal aysi an Franchi se Associ ati on (MFA) chai rman Dat uk Adzm
Abdul Wahab said the association would set up the MFA Educati on Foundation
whi ch woul d coordi nate training programmes for the franchi se business.

It would al so prepare the framework for the setting up of the Ml aysian
Franchi se Institute, he said.

The associ ati on woul d al so host the inaugural "Asia-Pacific Franchise
Conf ederati on" neeting on Sept 24, he added.
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