08/ 07/ 1998
Good response expected for Listec '98

Cheah Chor Sooi

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Langkawi International Islamc Science and
Technol ogy Exhi bition and Conference (Listec '98), to be held in Cctober,
is expected to receive good response fromparticipants as well as visitors
to the exhibition despite the curent econom c situation.

Eeman Consult (M Sdn Bhd chai rman Dat uk Mohd Aini Tai b, who said this
inan interview, added: "Although we have a big task ahead as many
conpanies are faced with tight budgets, | amconfident Listec '98 will be
successful . "

Eeman Consult is one of the joint organisers of the five-day conference-
cum exhi bition to be opened by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

The others are the Langkawi Acconmodation for Visiting Acadenics and the
Institute of Islam c Understanding. The New Straits Tines is the of ficial
Engl i sh newspaper for the event.

The conference-cumexhibition, which is to be held at the Mahsuri
International Exhibition Centre in Langkawi fromCct 8, has as its thenme
Towar ds G obal Networ ki ng and Part nershi ps.

The brai nchild of Kedah's Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid, the event
is aimed at |inking scientists, |eadingthinkers, academ cs,
entrepreneurs, industrialists, bankers and venture capitalists worldw de,
inaddition to gaugi ng the strength of science and technol ogy as wel | as
research and devel opnment in the |Islanic world.

Dr Mahathir will deliver a keynote address entitled Science & Technol ogy
and the Islanm c Business Conmunities. He will | ater have a dial ogue with
the partici pants.

This will be foll owed by plenary sessions featuring acknow edged
i nternational experts.

They are t he chai rman of the Organi sation of |slam c Conference Standing
Committee for Scientific and Technol ogi cal Co-operation Dr Atta ur-Rahman,
Mal aysi a | ndustrial - Government Group for Hi gh Technol ogy co-chairman Tan
Sri Tajudin Rami, who is al so the Mal ay Chanber of Commerce president,
and Cal i fornia-based |Islam ¢ Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry president Dr
Anr Mohsen.

The four parallel sessions on the first day will centre on IT; bio-
technol ogy (nedi cal , pharmaceutical and agricul ture); energy and advanced
mat eri al s; advanced manuf act uri ng, automati on and roboti cs.

The second day starts with a dial ogue with panellists who will include
Mul ti medi a Devel opnent Cor por ati on executive chai rman Tan Sri O hman Yeop
Abdul | ah, Japanese Anbassador | ssei Nonmura, British H gh Conmi ssi oner
Davi d Mbss, US Ambassador John R Mallot and vice-president (finance) of
t he Jeddah- based | sl am ¢ Devel opnent Bank Dr Fuad Al - Orar.

The second hal f of the day will feature the | atest findings, innovations
and busi ness as well as career opportunities in the areas of genetic
engi neering, advanced manufacturing, renewabl e energy and el ectronic
conmer ce.

Descri bing the event as "tinely," Mhd Aini, who is al so the organi sing
committee chai rman, said the conference was not i ntended "to di scuss the
I sl am ¢ version of science and technol ogy."

"This is the common perception. But what we are doing is totally the
contrary, that is |ooking at the various ways Mislins and non-Mislins are
able to foster co-operation.



"I sl amhas never stopped propagating the true val ues of science and
t echnol ogy, " he said.

Mohd Aini al so said Listec '98 was set to of fer various career
opportunities to those with the right qualification.

"Apart fromhol di ng the exhi bition, conpani es i ntending to expand their
operations will al so be conducting recruitment exercises.

"Therefore, Listec '98 will be a one-stop centre for job seekers around
the gl obe," he said.

At the exhibition front, there will be several anchor tenants from
countries such as Mal aysi a, Japan, the Mddl e East, the United States,
Chi na, Korea and Tai wan.

Anong the maj or exhibitors will be KulimTechnol ogy Park Corporation and
t he Kedah State Economic Planning Unit.

For nore information, call Eeman Consult at tel: 03-7468535 or fax: 03-
7474115 or visit the Listec '98 website at http://ww.|istec98.com ny
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