24/ 04/ 1998

Good weat her a bl essing for North Pol e expedition team

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The good weat her conditions was a bl essing for the
16 Mal aysi an parachuti sts who | anded on the drop zone of the North Pol e at
1. 45am yesterday.

Expedi ti on | eader Abdul Rahi mDahal an said the tenperature was -25
degrees Cel sius, which was slightly higher than the expected -40 degrees
Cel si us, when they junped froma helicopter at a hei ght of about 3,500
netres

The junp took the team about half an hour and they stayed in the North
Pole for two hours.

The first junp was nmade by Mej ar Kanmar uddi n Abdul | ah fol | oned by Lt
Ahmad Raml i Kardi, both of the Royal Malaysian Air Force.

"There was a clear sky and it was really amazi ng. Bei ng on barren, cold
and i sol ated | and nmade us think that God is great," he said fromNMscow
NTV station via tel econferencing in TV3's Seri Pentas today.

Earlier, Abdul Rahim parachuting | eader Lt (Rtd) Abdul Aziz Ahnad, his
assi stant Kapt (Rtd) Abdul Rahmat Omar and Nordzi ah Mohanmed Noor spoke to
Umo Yout h chi ef Ahmad Zahi d Hami di .

Abdul Rahi msai d the scenery was just |ike what was depicted in filns.

"W miss honme but we had a duty to performwhich was to do the country
proud by proving that Ml aysi ans are capabl e expl orers," he said.

Nor dzi ah Mohanmed Noor, who was the 13th person to junp, said she was
abl e to overcone her fear after getting signals of support fromher
t eanmat es

Mal aysia is the first Asian country to organise the expedition to the
Nort h Pol e whi ch has seen Ameri can, German, Canadi an, Russian, Italian and
British expedition teans.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad commended the teamfor its
success yesterday.

The expedi tion was organi sed by the Youth and Sports Mnistry and
Mal aysi an Parachuti ng Federati on and fi nanced by vari ous sponsors.

Besi des pl anting the national col ours Jalur Genil ang, expedition nmenbers
al so succeeded in | anding a Proton Wra during the junp. The only ot her
car that had been | anded on the North Pol e was a Vol kswagen in 1994 by a
German team
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