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GORE CAUSES STI R AT APEC DI NNER

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- U S. vice-president Al Gore, who was
gi ven the honour to address an Apec Business Summit di nner here, caused a
stir at the gathering when he used the occasion to express support for the
anti-government "Reformasi” novenent.

Touching on the issue towards the end of the speech, he stunned the
di ners who included nore than 1,000 top-Ilevel government officials and
captains of industry fromthe Pacific R mwhen he spoke about denocracy and
denocratic novenents in certain nations.

He even alluded to the notion that denocraci es had done better than in
"nations where freedomis suppressed.”

Sayi ng that denocracy conferred a stanp of legitinmacy that reforns nust
have in order to be effective, he said calls for denocracy had conti nued,
especi al ly anong nations suffering fromeconomc crisis.

"W hear themtoday -- right here, right now -- anmpong the brave people
of Malaysia,"” he said nuch to the surprise of the diners, especially anong
Mal aysi ans. Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad was al so present
at the dinner held in the Putra Wrld Trade Centre tonight.

Core said the future of free and robust gl obal market depended strongly
on a third chall enge -- denocracy and the grow h of self-government around
the worl d.

He al so said any governnent that suppressed information would suppress
the econonic potential of the Information Age.

Core al so took a swipe at countries that inposed fiscal discipline and
financial sacrifice to weather economc stornms and spark growth in an
apparent reference to Ml aysia's exchange control neasures.

El aborati ng on denocracy, he said people could accept sacrifice in a
denocracy not only because they have had a role in choosing it, but because
they rightly believe they are likely to benefit fromit.

Core also said that President Bill dinton and himhad been worKking
hard to make the Anerican government work better and cost |ess, applying
the | essons of private sector managenent through a programme of
stream ining, reformand targeted deregul ation call ed Reinventing
Gover nnent .

Core, however, made no nmention about denocracy in his own country which
human rights group Amesty International has declared as having anong the
hi ghest nunber of human rights violations in the world.

A Mal aysi an busi nessman, who was i ncensed over the remarks, described
the American official's statenent and the U S. stance as "interfering in
Mal aysia's internal affairs.”

"It is an outright violation on the sovereignty of our country,"” he

sai d.
The busi nessman, who declined to be naned, said Gore did not realise
that as he spoke, nore than 1.7 mllion people are in prisons or jail in

the U S. with nore than 60 percent of themfromethnic mnorities.

A Russi an businessman presently at the dinner felt that CGore's renmarks
woul d definitely elicit a response from Dr Mahathir tonorrow.

He said it is not polite to nake such remarks because "we are com ng as
guests” in reference to Core.

I nstead of tal king about mutual opportunities anbng Apec econom es,
CGore took a chance to | anbast the host, he said.

"He has only been here for a few hours and he speaks as though he knows



a lot," he added.
The Russi an businessnen said Gore should at | east take sonme tine to

know what is really happening. Gore, who is standing in for Cinton for the
Apec | eaders' neeting here tonorrow, also left the diners di ssappointed
when he did not stay for dinner after delivering his speech.
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