19 NOV 1998
Core-reaction
GORE CONTI NUES TO GET FLAK OVER DI NNER REMARKS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 19 (Bernama) -- United States vice president Al
Core's provocative dinner remarks |ast Monday which intruded into
Mal aysia's internal affairs, continued to draw angry reactions from
Mal aysi ans.

MCA publicity bureau chief Datuk Wng See Wah today not only condemed
Core for openly expressing support for anti-government denonstrators of the
so-cal | ed novenent for reformbut also his [ack of conmon decency as an
honour ed guest.

He said CGore's remarks had threatened Mal aysia-US bilateral relations.

"Mal aysia is a constitutional denocracy with a fair judiciary and has
its own authority in nonitoring issues pertaining to |law. W do not need
outside interference or outsiders to teach us,"” he said in a statenent.

Wbng descri bed Gore's remarks as "rude, arrogant and exceeding his
limts and mirrored a US policy of bullying other countries.™

As such Mal aysi ans shoul d be wary of US hegenoni smand unite to support
t he governi ng Bari san Nasional coalition led by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad.

Addr essi ng | ast Monday night's Apec Business Sunmt dinner heret, Core
prai sed the so-called nmovenent for reformdescribing the protestors as
"brave people of Ml aysia."

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, the state Umo Youth condemmed Gore and descri bed
his remarks as seditious.

Its executive conmttee nenber Tengku Zai nudi n Tengku Zahid said:"The
remar ks coul d underm ne peace and unity of the Ml aysi an people.”

He said Gore should have left it to Malaysia's | eadership to solve the
country's own probl ens.

In JOHOR BAHARU, the Johor Umo |iaison conmittee said the US had
ulterior notives and had preneditated to interfere in |local affairs.

Conmi ttee chairman and Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman
said CGore's remarks could incite nore Malaysians to take to the streets to
toppl e a denocratically el ected government.

"Core was too nuch," he said.

In KEMAMAN, Umo Information Chief Datuk Dr Yusof Noor descri bed
supporters of former deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahinms
so-cal l ed novenent for reformas traitors and slaves of the US.

I n KUANTAN, Lipis Umo division head Datuk Orar O hman said Gore's
remarks was a major insult to the nation's | eadership especially Dr
Mahat hir .

A group of 13 Mal aysians identifying thenselves as Corporate Citizens
pl aced a full-page advertisenent in the New Straits Ti nes newspaper today
to condem Core.

"The arrogant, ignorant and rude attitude is the not the stand of the
United States and her citizens," they said in the advertisenent.

As with other citizens, they said, Ml aysians al so | ove peace,
devel opnent and prosperity which is evident in the country due to its
political stability.

"We are very confident of the government we had chosen denocratically,™
t hey said.

In LANGKAW, Wanita UWNO chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man regarded
Core's dinner speech as a big m stake because of its irresponsible tones.

Zaharah said Gore should not have harped on Mal aysia's sensitive



i nternal issues when he cane as the country's guest for the APEC sunmt.
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