03/ 12/ 1998
Gore strenghtened Dr Ms position as PM

Har un Hashi m
AL GORE i s confused. So are a | ot of other people. The confusion arises
fromthe sanme nane for reformasi novenments in I ndonesi a and Mal aysi a.

Ref ormasi is an I ndonesi an word borrowed fromthe English word "reforni.
When borrowi ng a word fromEnglish the I ndonesians add "si" to it. Thus,
del egasi - del egasi di konfronsi tel ah menbuat resol usi (The del egates at
t he conference passed a resol ution). W woul d have said: Para perwakil an
di persidangan tel ah nmembuat ket et apan

Ref ormmeans to i nprove, as by alteration, correction of error, or
abolition of abuses or nal practices. The | ate Tun Abdul Razak never |iked
the word reform

He preferred restructuring. Fromthe current state of affairs in
I ndonesi a, the I ndonesi ans nost probably need reformor reformasi

During the 20th Century, the I ndonesi ans have had a violent history. In
1945 it made a unil ateral declaration of i ndependence.

After Wrld War Il ended, the Dutch returned to regain its | ost
territories of Dutch East Indies which it had |ost to the Japanese.

The | ndonesi ans fought bl oody battles against the Dutch toretaintheir
i ndependence until the Dutch finally granted themi ndependence i n 1949.

| ndependent | ndonesi a did not have in place an adm ni strative apparat us
to govern the country after the departure of the Dutch

So it had torely on the freedomfighters which had any sort of
organisation to do the job. As aresult two thirds of the present day
mlitary forces are actually involved in the day to day adm ni stration of
the country fromthe centre right down to village | evel

After the traumati c experience of an attenpted Conmmuni st take-over of
the country in 1965, President Suharto needed to rule the country with a
strong hand to achi eve political stability and econom ¢ devel opnent but he
sustained it for too long - a total of 32 years.

It was only to be a matter of tinme when suppressed political freedons
woul d erupt into violence.

The econom ¢ downturn since July | ast year was fol |l owed by nassive
retrenchnments, soaring consuner prices and ranpant corruptionfinallyled
to street denonstrations and vi ol ence forcing Presi dent Suharto to resign
in May this year.

Violent street denobnstrations continue to this day demandi ng all nmanner
of reformincluding that the mlitary should returnto their barracks so
that the country woul d be sol ely governed by civilians and politicians.

Mal aya attai ned sel f-governnment in 1955 t hrough negotiations with the
British foll owed by further negotiations | eadi ng to i ndependence i n 1957

The British had built-up a career civil service and | egal systemnanned
by Mal ayans to ensure a snooth and peaceful transfer of power.

Mal aya, and | ater Ml aysia, has never been under a nmilitary government
si nce i ndependence, unli ke Thail and, Philippi nes and | ndonesi a.

We have had regular free and fair el ections every five years or |ess. W
have changed froman agricul tural econony to industrialised nation

Qur laws are enacted by Parlianment. Even the Constitution has been
amended 40 tines to accord with changing tines.

Political parties can be formed without Iimt as to nunber and are free
to participate in elections.

W val ue our independence. That is why the | ate Tunku Abdul Rahman
refused to join the South East Asia Treaty O gani sati on even t hough the US



offered to build for free the East-Wst H ghway because he did not want
the Anericans to replace the British with their presence in the country.

When Mal aysia was formed i n 1963, President Sukarno was annoyed. He had
reserved the nane "Ml aysia' for his grand design of a Geater Nation of
the Mal ays to include I ndonesi a, Mal aya, Borneo and t he Phili ppi nes.

He | aunched a nmilitary attack agai nst Malaysia in 1964 which he called
“Konfrantasi'.

The peopl e rallied behind the Governnent against this external attack to
extinguish it and for added enphasis voted in the Alliance Party with a
| andslide victory in the 1964 general el ection.

Umo did not performas expected in the 1959 and 1969 general el ections.
Fol | owi ng t he observati on of Tunku Abdul Rahman, no general el ection has
been hel d since then in the year endingwith "9'. It follows that the
present Government will conplete its full termto the year 2000.

In the nmeantine, reformasi supporters should consider formng a
political party, preferably with a Mal aysi an nane.

Last week, Information M nister Datuk Mohanmed Rahnat said that the
peopl e shoul d be given the opportunity to express their views.

The solutionis toissue themwith police permts to hold political
rallies in enclosed prem ses |ike stadi uns and public halls so that they
do not have to take to the streets.

CGore was confused about reformasi. He was not however, confused when he
delivered the US signal that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
shoul d step down.

H s di nner speech during the Apec sutmmit was clearly an interference
with our donmestic affairs to which all right thinking Ml aysians have
t aken unbrage.

Thanks to Gore, he has strengthened Dr Mahathir's position as Prine
M ni ster!
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