17/ 11/ 1998
Gore's Abac di nner speech causes a stir

Anita Gabriel; Pratap Paraneswaran
US VI CE President Al Gore caused a stir at the gala dinner at the | ast day
of the Apec Busi ness Sunmit |ast night by expressing support for the anti -
governnent "reformasi” novenent and calling the protesters "brave people
of Mal aysi a".

"It is the nmost di sgusting speech | have ever heard inny life and
hope | never live to hear another one |ike that again,"” an incensed
I nternational Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Rafidah Aziz said.

She expressed regret that the Abac event was "conpletely spoilt" by the
Areri can | eader.

The ot her di nner guests at her table, including Areri can busi nessnen and
officials and those from New Zeal and, were equal |y "di sgusted" and had
of fered their apol ogi es, she said.

"They were totally fl abbergasted. | suppose we have to expect it when
peopl e are narrowm nded but this certainly reflects their unabashed
interventionin local affairs. On top of that, he does not even

understand... or knowa thing of what is going oninthis country. To talk
about " peopl e power' when denpnstrations are goi ng on I ndonesia and |ives
are |l ost and condoning it... ny God," she raged.

"We did not expect this... even the American private sector did not

expect this. W do expect | ectures when | eaders cone and nake speeches. ..
but not to run a country down and insult.

"W are doing our best inthis part of the world to effect econonic
recovery... we don't play politics... for Heaven's sake, try to understand
what is really going onin a country before you open your nouth and put
your big foot into it," Rafidah said.

YTL Corp managi ng director Tan Sri Francis Yeoh said the US Vice
President's remarks refl ected the shal |l ow understandi ng of certain
foreigners to the plight and probl ens faced by the country.

"I feel very disappointed over their inability to understand and their
superficial viewof what is happening in this country. Such a broad brush
is very disappointing for lots of us who are working very hard to foster
under st andi ng. This does not help...," he said.

New Zeal and Prime M nister Jenny Shipl ey, when approached, said she
woul d rather not comment.

Apec Busi ness Advi sory Council chairman Tan Sri Tajuddin Rami said an
of ficial statenent nay be issued on the natter.

Addr essi ng over 1,000 busi ness | eaders and governnent officials,
including Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, Gore had sai d:
"Anong nations suffering economc crisis, we continue to hear calls for
denocracy i n many | anguages, " people power,' “Doi Mi,"' “reformasi,'... we
hear themtoday - right here, right now - anong the brave peopl e of
Mal aysi a. "
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