18/ 12/ 1998

Governnent, Qpposition condem strikes on lraq (HL)

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Governnent and opposition parties today
condemed the United States-British military strikes against Irag which
left five dead and 30 injured

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said that this was a cl ear
dermonstration of doubl e standards on their part.

There was no need for an attack on Iraq because its nei ghbour whomlragq
had purportedly threatened, did not even ask for Iraq to be attacked, he
sai d.

"The use of force is nore in the interest of the people who apply the
force, not because of violence on the part of others.

"For exanple, in Kosovo nore people are being killed. People in Kosovo
are bei ng massacred and the whol e country i s being destroyed, but we don't
see the application of the sane kind of force," he told a Press conference
at the end of his four-day stay in Hanoi where he attended the Si xth Asean
Sunmi t .

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi a had al ways hel d the view that disputes should
not be settled by the use of force

"There i s too much readi ness to use m ssil es agai nst peopl e who are
practically hel pless. W think there are other nore severe breaches of the
peace opon which the US has not acted as positively as it has over Iraqg,"
he said.

The US fired hundreds of missiles onlraq today in attacks that | asted
t hrough t he ni ght and Baghdad shook with expl osi ons and anti-aircraft
fire.

US President Bill dintonin atelevised speech fromthe Wite House,
said: "I have ordered a strong, sustained series of air strikes agai nst
Irag. Their missionis to attack Iraq' s nucl ear, chemn cal and bi ol ogi ca
weapons programmes and its mlitary capacity tothreatenits nei ghbours."”

Iragi President Saddam Hussein, in a statenent over Radi o Baghdad,
called onlraq' s people to resist the attacks addi ng: "Fi ght the enem es
of God, the Arab nation and humanity. God willing, you will be the
victors," he said.

Meanwhi | e Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi, in a
statenent rel eased by Wsma Putra, condemmed the military strikes,
describing themas setting a dangerous precedent.

He said the strikes violated the principle of peaceful settl enment of
di sputes and the Charter of the United Nations.

He al so urged menber countries of the Non-Aligned Movenent and the
Organi sation of |Islanic Conference to oppose it inthe strongest manner

"Mal aysi a counsel s di al ogue and consultation which is essential to
mai ntain the credibility of the United Nations' process to nonitor Iraq's
di sar manment programme

"We see no justification for the military action which constitutes an
aggr essi on agai nst Irag and whi ch has al so underni ned t he mandat e of the
UN Security Council.

"Mal aysia calls for the urgent convening of an energency session of the
UN Security Council to discuss the situation and to bring a stop to the
mlitary action against Iraq. Irag, onits part, nust ensure full
conpliance with UN Security Council resol utions."

The ei ght-year-ol d sanctions has al ready exacted an excessive toll on
the lragis and inthis regard the latest mlitary strikes were totally



ill-conceived.

"They only further underm ne peace and security in the region."

He said force could not be used as a neans to deal with international
di sput es except where aggressi on had been conm tted or where nassacres had
been perpetrated as i n Kosovo and Bosni a- Her zegovi na.

"Mal aysia calls on the US and the United Kingdomto cease forthwith
their mlitary action against Iraq."”

DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang said in a statenent that the party
depl ored the bonbi ng of Iraq which "would be seen by the world as a
cyni cal use of force" by dintonto save his presidency fromi npeachnent.

He said what was npst unacceptable was that the strikes took place while
the UN Security Council was hol di ng an energency neeting to di scuss the
report by UN weapons inspector Richard Butler.

Butl er's report had sai d Baghdad had broken its prom ses to allowfull
access to UN arns inspectors.

"Why did dinton not wait for the outcone of the energency neeting,
unl ess t he Presi dent was nore concerned about pre-enpting the i npeachnent
proceedi ngs of the US House of Representatives?"

In Alor Star, Pas condemed t he bonbi ng of Iraq and accused Cinton of
maki ng the Islam c country a "victini to save his political future.

Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor said Clinton was using Irag to cover up
his evildoing in his sex scandal .

"Pas strongly condemmed the military action and we urge the world to
denounce the action."”

"An international conm ssion nust be fornmed to assess t he danage done by
the USinlraqg."

Parti Rakyat Mal aysia president Dr Syed Husin Ali al so questioned the
timng of the attack, which occurred a day before Cinton's inpeachnent
process was due to begin.

"Now, owing tothe mlitary devel opnent, the i npeachnment process has
been put on hold," he said.

For the unfortunate victins, the US aggression will be a greater tragedy
because Ramadan and Christnmas are so near.

"This is actually the tine to pronote peace and goodw I | anmong peopl e.
But of course the US Governnent practises doubl e standards. "

I n Rant au Panj ang, Kel antan, Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent
Dat uk Dr Abdul Hamid O hnman today condemmed the attack on Irag.

Descri bing the attack as "shocki ng", he said Mal aysi a woul d not condone
any mlitary attack on another country as it involved the |ives of
civilians."

I'n Kual a Lunpur, the mlitary strikes drew nore condemmati on from
several quarters here today.

Non- gover nnment al organi sati on Suaramcal | ed upon al | peace-| ovi ng
nations in the world to condemn the air strikes, which it described as a
barbaric act, and to pressure the International Court of Justiceto
prosecute the US and Britain for their act.

Its co-ordinator S. Arutchelvan said the air strikes were not sancti oned
by the UN Security Council and this went agai nst the UN Charter and all
i nternational human ri ghts standards.

"Suaramcalls for all the imediate halt to all US and Britain's
aggr essi on agai nst the people of Iraq. W also call for all econonmic
enbargoes on lraq to be lifted i nmedi ately," he said.

In astatenent, Ml aysi an Soci ol ogi cal Research Institute chairman Dr
Alijah Gordon said there was no nore | ogic for the bonbi ng of Baghdad t han
for the Republicans bonbi ng Washi ngt on because t hey considered dintonto
be an abuser of power.

She said it did not take a hero to hit a largely unprotected civilian



popul ati on, adding that the price of hostilities against the Iraqi people
was t he death of hundreds of lraqi children.

The Gerakan al so strongly condemmed the US strikes on Iraq saying it was
carried out totally based on the report of one person, R chard Butler,
chief of the UN weapons inspection team

"The US has taken one too many thensel ves, they shoul d be condemmed for
taking this unilateral actionin order to attack a defencel ess country,"”
said party president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k.

Lim who is Primary Industries Mnister, said the UN Security Counci l
should call for a neeting to censure the US acti on.

Meanwhi | e, The Council for the Ml aysi an Peopl e's Justi ce Myvenent
(Gerak) al so condemmed t he bonbi ng.

Its chairman Datuk Fadzil, who is al so Pas president, said Gerak saw
their act as "wild and barbaric".

( END)
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