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Gover nment and peopl e must persevere toget her

Tan Sri Li m Kok W ng

INgoodtines, we tend to take things for granted. Far fromour thoughts,
as we enj oy the good years, are the efforts and sacrifices nade and t he
com tments needed for the long-termwell-being of our country.

We rarely ask why tinmes are good, and are slowto appreciate what it
takes to build a nation. In bad tinmes, we are quick to criticise and even
apportion blanme. Oten, a bit too quick.

Where we do not criticise nor apportion blame, we find oursel ves
gul I i bl e when bonbarded daily wi th theories and anal yses on what went
wrong and where the country i s heading.

Reacting to word of mouth and forei gn news reports that many wongly
presune to be the gospel truth, we tend to take counter-productive
actions.

It is during difficult periods that we becone sensitive, if not
hypersensitive, to what we hear and | earn about the state of the nation
its econony and politics without trying to ascertain the facts.

We can hel p the country nore by staying cal mand being rational
Forenost in our minds is our country. Towards this, we should not ignore
the call by our Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, for
everyone to be prepared and be willing to nmake sacrifices in the |arger
interest of the country.

For instance, we can begin to discard selfish attitude and acts, as
refl ected by the queues in sone financial institutions. Many nmay be
reacting to foreign reports on the state of the nation. Wthout clear and
timely information, the peoplewill turn to other sources that are nore
easily accessible. Inthis case, the foreign nedia, rumour nmlls and the
I nternet.

Qovi ousl y, somet hing positive nust be done, particul arly when even t he
nore educated are joining the queues in banks.

The present situation is an excellent time to change our mnd-set. W
need to accord better respect for our ability to manufacture quality
things. At the same tine, we nust also learn to take pride in all things
Mal aysi an and discard the nentality that they are either inferior or cheap
substitutes.

It is good for the Governnent to encourage the people to buy | oca
products, but we nust buy themfor the right reason. lIdeally, we opt for
| ocal goods not because they are cheap substitutes but because it makes
good sense

Intourism we can pronpte vacation spots as equally attractive, with
facilities that nmeet i nternational standards. W shoul d avoi d creating the
i npression that to holiday at hone is a cheap substitute. Qur tourism
spots are certainly no cheap substitutes. They are of internationa
st andar ds; otherw se, howcan touri smbe the second | argest i ncone ear ner
after manufacturing?

Qur weakness can al so be our strength. In manufacturing, we can take
full advantage of the exchange rate to add val ue to our products and stay
ahead of the conpetitors. We nust not shy away fromaddi ng | ocal content,
but should instead strive for product originationto turn the Made-in-

Mal aysia | abel into a benchmark for good val ue.

To survive, we nust be united and resilient and remai n focused on Vi si on
2020. The journey ahead will be difficult. There is always |light at the
end of the tunnel. It is while in the tunnel that we nust al so have ful



confidence in our nation, |eaders and oursel ves.

Toget her, we have taken the nation into good times and out of bad tines
before. It is the sumtotal of a nation working together, or as Dr
Mahathir rightly says: "If everyone co-operates fully, we can overcone al
the difficulties that have conme upon us today."

There shoul d be no doubt that together we can take the country out of
t he economi c troubl es and nearer Vision 2020. As in every stage of nation
bui I ding, in good tines or bad, the Government and the peopl e nust
persevere together as a nation and continue to nove forward.

The state of the nation depends on every individual citizen and the
Gover nrent working as a team Effective and neani ngful teamwork needs
effecti ve conmuni cations which, in turn, neans everyone shoul d know and
ought to know what is going on

Inthe dark, we panic. To avoid this we need good, effective and tinely
information so that the sumtotal of responses, actions and efforts are
based on facts, not runpburs. W need to know what to expect, what to do
and where we are headi ng.

W are like a ship in troubled waters. The captain must assess the
situation carefully and qui ckly before working out an action plan. He wi ||
need i nformation fromhis crew and, at the sane tinme, keep his passengers
wel I informed and gui de themon what to do because he knows the co-
operation of every crew nenber and passenger is vital. Wen conmuni cati ons
break down, chaos is the order of the day.

Li kewi se, the Governnent and the peopl e need one another to pull through
this difficult period. W are all in the sanme boat.

The Governnent, onits part, has put in place policies to ensure nmedi um
and | ong-termprospects of the econony, which our Deputy Prine M nister
and Fi nance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimis confident will increase
the resilience of the econony and financial systemin adjustingtothis
difficult period.

We need to be cohesive and united to overcone the probl enms and nust not
lose faith in ourselves, our Government and our country. Only then can we
nove ahead
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