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Mahat hir-SM s
GOVERNVENT HAS NOT NEGLECTED SMALL COVMPANI ES, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, March 16 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
today disnmissed criticisns that the government is trying to rescue only big
conpani es which are facing difficulties in the current econom c sl owdown.

He said the governnent had, in fact, created a ot of funds to finance
smal | - and nedi um scal e industries (SMs) and had a special mnistry to
| ook after them but scant attention had been paid to such efforts.

"But people say that we concentrate on our cronies. Qur cronies are in
t he whol e of Mal aysia because we are politicians. If people don't |ike us,
we will |ose.

"So we have to help everybody.... There is nothing that we have not
done for the poor people in this country,” he told reporters after calling
on visiting Vietnanmese President Tran Duc Luong here.

He was asked to comment on a call by Umo Youth for a special fund to
be set up to help small conpanies that were affected by the econonic
sl owdown.

Dr Mahathir said he did not understand why big conpani es shoul d not
behel ped because "if we allow all conpanies to incur |osses, then the
gover nment cannot derive revenue."

Bi g conpani es shoul d be hel ped too because they were taxpayers too, he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said during the |ast recession when Ford and Chrysler got
into trouble, the US governnment made avail abl e cheap funds to ensure the
conpani es recovered

"Way is it that we are not allowed to hel p our conpani es, not just the
bi g conpani es. Wen we help the small (conpanies), they don't bother," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said he hinself had nmade trips to Japan to | earn nore about
franchi sing and how to start small businesses. During Cabi net neetings,
franchi sing and ways of inproving small businesses were regularly
di scussed

Looki ng at Entreprenuer M nister Datuk Mistapa Mhaned who was al so
present as the mnister-in-attendance for the Vietnanese president, Dr
Mahat hir said the government had a special mnistry devoted to hel pi ng
smal | busi nesses.

"You ask Miustapa and the other mnisters. Everytinme we sit at the
Cabi net, we tal k about franchising, howto inprove small businesses. W
have tried to get theminvolved in manufacturing of small conponents,” he
sai d. -- BERNAMA
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