07/ 10/ 1998
Gover nment pl edges to abi de by court order

Nur ai na Sarmad

KUCHI NG Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d t oday
t he Governnent will abi de by the Hi gh Court order that no statement should
be made on the guilt or innocence of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi moutside the
context of his trial

But, Dr Mahathir said that they (Anwar's | awyers and supporters) shoul d
al so do the sane.

"W respect the decision of the court. If the judge says we cannot
speak, we will not speak. But they will al so have to abide by the judge's
deci si on and not only expect others to," he told a Press conference at the
Kuching International Airport at the end of his half-day visit here

Dr Mahat hir had earlier opened the 52nd annual general meeting of the
Associ at ed Chi nese Chanber of Comerce and Industry at the Hilton Hote
and the RV m | |ion Sekol ah Rendah Bantuan Chung Hua No. 6 i n Tanan We
and We here.

At the Kual a Lunpur Hi gh Court yesterday, Judge Dat uk Augustine Paul had
ordered that, henceforth, no statenent shoul d be nade, outside the context
of the trial, onthe guilt or innocence of Anwar, who faces five charges
of corrupt practices and five charges of sodony.

Paul , before whom Anwar was produced yesterday, nade the ruling
foll owi ng a statenent by his | eadi ng counsel Raja Azi z Addruse who said
that there were people in high of fice who had al ready nmade j udgnents on
his client's case.

The Prine M nister, when asked whet her the court order woul d af f ect
Umo's on-going neetings to explain to | eaders and nenbers about the
sacki ng of Anwar and his expul sion fromthe party, said Umo would
continue to do so in closed-door neetings.

Dr Mahat hir al so made a point of "they", inreference to Anwar's | awers
and supporters, having nmade statements to the forei gn medi a which he said
were "one-sided and not at all fair".

The foreign nedia, he said gave the "views of the other side and had
never given any consideration to us".

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked on the statenent by the Internationa
Monet ary Fund on Sunday that control s on capital novenent, whil e never an
ef fective neasure, coul d be appropriate in certain circunstances.

The Prine Mnister said fromwhat he could see, countries in East Asia
that were really not progressing (during the regi onal econom ¢ downt urn)
were those receiving | M- aid.

"They face a contraction next year. South Korea, Thail and and | ndonesi a
will face one that is bigger than the countries which are not receiving
IMF aid or practising | M- ways. The | MF itself does not really knowthe
effects of its conditionalities."”

Dr Mahathir said that the | M- woul d not know of |ong-termeffects of
t hese control s addi ng that he found China to have been nbst successful in
currency control
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