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Govt al ways mi ndful of business sector's needs, says PM

Sreerema Banoo

THE Gover nment has al ways been willing to re-exam ne policies and to
change themif necessary to accommodate the needs of the business
comunity, says Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad

The Governnent has "changed many | aws, many policies in this country in
order to ensure that businesses inthis country succeed,” he said at a
di al ogue at the close of a two-day conference on "Accel erating the
Est abl i shment of Mal aysi an M crochi p Desi gn I ndustry” in Kual a Lunpur
yest er day.

If certain policies are found to be "a hindrance to Malaysia's
devel opnent, we woul d exanmi ne how we can change them " the Prinme M nister
sai d.

This is in keeping with the cl ose cooperati on between the Governnent and
the private sector which is based on the Mal aysi a | nc concept, he said.

As a vibrant and profitable private sector transl ates i nto higher
revenues for the Governnent, "we consider ourselves their partner but we
do not contribute a single cent by way of capital... (still) when they
make a profit, 28 per cent of it goes to the Governnent," he said.

The Governnent, Dr Mahathir sai d, has been accused of hel pi ng sel ect ed
conpani es or "cronies" when in fact it hel ps any conpany whi ch shows
pot enti al

"When they (the conpani es) energed on t he scene and they were seen to
have t he capacity to make noney, we hel ped thembecause we want (a share
of) their profits.”

The conference was jointly organi sed by the Mal aysi an I ndustry-

Gover nment Group for H gh Technol ogy, the Mil ti medi a Devel oprment Cor p and
t he Mal aysi an Technol ogy Devel opnent Cor p.

The Prime M nister al so noted that when the country first enbarked on
its industrialisation drive, the main aimwas to create enpl oynment. Now
that the country is enjoying full enploynment, in fact having had to bring
intw mllion workers fromnei ghbouring countries, the focusis to create
nore val ued-added in the industrial sector.

"And nore val ue-added can cone fromthe mcrochip industry,” he said.

Goi ng by trade figures Mal aysia ranks as the 17th | argest tradi ng nation
in the world, but the anpunt of val ue-added remains snall

"We want to increase that portion (val ue-added) so that we will only
need to i mport basic conponents... we add i nputs i n Mal aysi a and t hen when
we export, a lot (of the product) will be |local content," he said.

Thi s way eventual |y Mal aysi a woul d be abl e to produce 100 per cent of
products by itself.

To pronote the devel opnent of the m crochip design industry and ot her
val ue- added industries, it is inportant that a conduci ve environnent for
enhanced productivity is created.

Towards this end, the Multimedi a Super Corridor has been set up as a
testbed for new i deas, products, technol ogi es and desi gns, he said.

In the case of the microchip design industry, a critical pool of
know edge workers wi || be devel oped and Mal aysians will eventual | y be
fully capabl e of designing mcrochips. Thisinturnwll lead to the
i ncreased use of | ocal conponents, Dr Mahat hir said.
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