17 SEP 1998
Si ngapor e- Kuan Yew
S' PORE GOVT ASKED TO DI STANCE | TSELF FROM KUAN YEW S VI EW6

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 17 (Bernama) -- A senior nenber of Parti GCerakan
t oday asked Si ngapore Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong to distance his
governnent fromthe views of Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew.

A Central Conmmittee menmber of the ruling Barisan Nasional conponent
party, Dr S. Vijayaratnam said notw thstanding the fact that Lee is stil
a senior mnister in the adm nistration, the present |eadership should
categorically state that it had nothing to do with remarks in Lee's
j ust - published nenoirs which has caused outrage in Ml aysia.

"This would certainly go some way in assuring Ml aysi ans that Singapore
is indeed keen in fostering better relations. But to just sit back and |et
this war of words continue is a negative stance and woul d be construed as
themsilently agreeing with what Lee says," he said in a statenent.

Several Mal aysian | eaders, including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad, have hit out at Lee for remarks on Malaysia in his book
"The Singapore Story: Menoirs of Lee Kuan Yew'

Among ot her things, Lee accused Mal aysia of intimdation and bully
during the two years Singapore was part of the Ml aysian federation which
ended in 1965, and blanmed Unmo for inciting the racial riots in Singapore
in 1964.

Dr Vijayaratnamsaid: "Matters that deal with racial problens of the
past are best left as they are part of history".

"W have conme a long way fromthose days and the outl ook has changed
wher eby the Mal ays, Chinese, |Indians and others on either side of the
Causeway have conme to accept each other and live in harnony," he said.

He said the current | eadership in Singapore should now |l ook foward to
improving relations with its neighbours, particularly Malaysia which is
culturally, linguistically, economically and socially so close to
Si ngapor e.

In a rel ated devel opment, the Umo Youth today defended Mal aysia's
founding fathers fromdi sparagi ng remarks by Lee in his book.

Its vice chief, Datuk Hi sharmuddi n Hussein, said nen such as Tunku Abdu
Rahman, Tun Abdul Razak, Tan Sri Syed Jaffar Al bar and Tun Tan Siew Sin
wor ked hard to create a Mal aysi an Mal aysi a.

"Al'l four nmen strived to forma nation where all Ml aysians regardl ess
of background, race, religion and social class could |ive in harnony and
prosperity with their neighbours,” he said in a stetement.

He said Umo Youth regretted the disrespect and abuse that had been
heaped on these nen and their fanilies (in the book) as they were deceased
and therefore unable to defend their reputation.

"However, Umo Youth, being a reasonabl e novenent, understands that the
sentinents expressed by Lee reflects the view of only one highly partisan
enbittered figure and not the Singapore people," H shanuddin said.
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