15 AUG 1998
Mahat hir - econony
GOVT MAY | NTRODUCE DRASTI C RECOVERY MEASURES, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KOTA Kl NABALU, Aug 15 (Bernanmm) -- The governnment may introduce
measures whi ch nmay appear drastic in its effort to bring about economc
recovery, the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

The proposed neasures coul d rai se apprehensi on anong the peopl e and
prompt themto question whether the inpendi ng noves woul d be hel pful, he
sai d.

Not wi t hst andi ng that the people may have doubts and suspicion over the
proposed neasures, they should have faith that the proposed neasures are
meant for the nation's and their own good, he said.

"Have faith in the governnent. Each tine we want to adopt an approach
we'll study it in depth first,"” he said addressing a neet-the-people rally
at the nulti-purpose hall of the Likas sports conplex here.

Dr Mahathir said all neasures undertaken by the governnent and desi gned
to bring about econom c recovery would be fruitful only if the people give
full support.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment had al ready introduced several mneasures
and approaches, including the establishment of the National Econom c Action
Council, to deal with the current econom c probl ens.

"But we'll not just end here. Mich nore have to be done," he said.

More than 10,000 people, including | eaders of the governing Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) coalition, attended the rally organised by the Sabah Umo
Li ai son Commi ttee.

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chai rman and Umo president, said
government policies or approaches were never nmeant to bring hardships to
t he peopl e.

It would only draw up sound plans for the people whose undivided
support was crucial for their successful inplenmentation, he said.

The prime mnister said speculative raids by currency traders on the
ringgit have not been much of a pressure on the people although the attack
on the currency remained the country's main problem

The governnent's policies and approaches in dealing with such a
situation had considerably sheltered the people fromthe heat of the raids
by the currency traders, he said.

As an aftermath of their actions, the governnent now had limted
resources to finance devel opnent projects and had to defer many of them he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir also explained to the rally that major projects like the KL
International Airpor (KLIA) were financed by internal resources.

"Al'l the funding come fromus. W aspire to be an industrialised nation
by year 2020

"What's wong with us having such an anbition? This is not a burden for
the foreigners, it's our dream W can turn that dreaminto reality through
our own efforts,” he said to a thunderous appl ause fromthe crowd which
t hronged the conplex fromas early as 7 am

Dr Mahathir also explained to the rally about a foreign conspiracy out
to destroy the econony and topple the national |eadership.

He said it was clear that parties behind the conspiracy had failed in
their attenpt to change the | eadership of the country.

"Wth the people's support, we can still stand tall and preserve the
nati onal sovereignty and dignity," said the prine mnister

Dr Mahat hir concl uded his speech by appealing to the people to fully



support the government in its handling of the econom c probl ens.

"We can do it , Malaysia can do it and Sabah can do it," he added.

Meanwhi | e, at speaking at an airport press conferece at the end of his
visit to Sabah, Dr Mahathir, when asked to el aborate on the proposed
drastic nmeasures, said he raised the matter to get the people nentally
pr epar ed.

He said the governnent may be introduci ng noves or approaches for which
t he people may not be ready to accept.

"W may not do it (introduce the proposed neasures). But we have to
prepare the mnd of the "rakyat," he said.

The prime mnister said he nade the statement on the proposed mneasures
whi ch may appear drastic because the governnment may nake deci sions which
can jolt the people.

Asked further whether the governnment was drawi ng up the proposed
drastic nmeasures, Dr Mahathir said: "At this tinme, there is no plan."

Asked if the recent police action against cyber runour-nongers would
defeat the country's Information Technol ogy (I T) devel opnent, Dr Mahathir
said it would not be affected in any way.

Dr Mahathir said by taking action against |Internet runour-nongering,

t he devel opnent of IT would in fact be even better.

"It is because of these people, the developnent of IT will be
hanpered, " he added.
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