28 APR 1998
Mahat hi r-Hi jrah
GOVT STRI VI NG TO UPGRADE PECPLE' S SKILLS

KUALA LUMPUR, April 28 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has
said the government is striving to upgrade the people's skills in various
fields particularly in science and technol ogy and wants themto have strong
confidence in thensel ves and high norals.

The Prime Mnister said it would be one point up if the people
particularly Muslinms in Malaysia were skilled in the field of science and
technol ogy as this would make Muslins nore advanced.

"It is no use if a person has skills but is of lownoral as this wll
damage his ownself, the community and the country,” Dr Mahathir said in the
souvenir programe of the Maal Hijrah cel ebrations.

The national |evel celebrations thenmed "Country's \Well being, Qur
Responsi bility" were | aunched by the Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' af ar
at the Pusat Islam Sone 1,300 people attended the cel ebrations.

Dr Mahathir said even though the country was goi ng through an economc
crisis it would not danpen the governnment's zeal to devel op the nation

"Devel opi ng the country nmeans devel opi ng the Unmah. Devel oping the
Umah is the way to propagate |Islam This cannot be done if Mislins are
weak and backward," he said.

The governnment was naking efforts to propagate |Islam and devel op the
Umah t hrough education and this had resulted in the reduction in the
illiteracy rate, poverty |evel and unenpl oynent.

The illiteracy rate in Mal aysia at present was 12 per cent, the poverty
rate was 8.9 per cent and the unenploynent rate 2.5 per cent.

The world illiteracy rate was 40 per cent, he said.
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