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Govt to aid those keen to study ani mati on: PM

Kamar ul Yunus

THE Governnent is willing to hel p Mal aysi ans who want to pursue studies in
ani mation abroad to enable themto i nprove their skills and devel op t he

| ocal animation industry.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d despite the current
econom ¢ problenms in the country, the Government will extend its
assi stance to those who want to inprove their skills in animation industry
because of its potenti al

"Al t hough we woul d not want to send students overseas during the present
econom ¢ problens, this will be an exception because they will |ater
contribute to the devel opment of such inportant industry in the country.

"We are willing to send those talented and interested to pursue their
studies inthis field at institutions of higher | earning abroad," he said
after the premiere of Malaysia's first animated film "Silat Legenda", in
Kual a Lumpur yest erday.

Dr Mahat hir described the animation i ndustry as i nportant for Mal aysia
interns of pronoting the country as a highly technol ogi cal and
informative nation

"Wth the availability of nodern and sophisticated equi pnrent and
technol ogy i n the country, | think Ml aysi ans can achi eve what t hey cannot
do previously," he added.

Produced by Peni nsul a Pictures, "Silat Legenda" is the first Ml aysi an
animated feature film The inspiration for the filmcanme froml egendary
Mal accan warri ors.

The film which cost about RVb million, took three years to produce by
using the latest ani mati on technol ogy.

I't involved nore than 100 | ocal ani mators conpri sing trained graphic
designers as well as artists.

Dr Mahathir said al though "Silat Legenda" may not be on par with the
standards of other animated fil ms produced by international producers such
as Wl t Di sney and Warner Bros, he is confident that |ocal animtors can
still inprove the quality of their filmwith the availability of high
t echnol ogy equi pment .

"I amconfident that if we continue to strive and do it continuously, we
will be able to increase our quality. We will be nore efficient when we do
somet hi ng conti nuously than when we do it the first tinme.

"I hope this filmwll not be the first and | ast but the first of the
many things to come. | amalso quite sure that we have the capability to
achi eve success, " he said, while urging Mal aysi ans to support the | oca
animation industry.

Dr Mahat hir al so recei ved a nock cheque of RML50, 000 as donation for the
Speci al National Fund, which was set up to revive the country's econony.

The anmpbunt was rai sed through the preniere.
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