02 DEC 1998
Meet i ng- Pr ocedur es
GOVT, UWNO NEED TO REVI EW PROCEDURES ON RECORDI NGS OF MEETI NGS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 2 (Bernama) -- The government and Umo need to review
t he procedures on recordi ngs of cl osed-door neetings to prevent secrets
from bei ng | eaked out, according to Utusan Ml aysi a today.

The daily felt the act of |eaking the tape recordings on the
proceedi ngs of the crucial Sept 3 Umo Suprene Council neeting, which
decided to expel Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfrom Umo, nust be nipped in the
bud.

"In the interests of the safety and integrity of those attending
meetings, the act of |eaking out recordings of neetings as can been seen
now, nust be rooted out immediately," the newspaper said in its editorial

The newspaper pointed out that this was not the first tinme recordings
of cl osed-door neetings had been nade available to the public.

In July, cassette tape recordings of the neeting between Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and the Islam c Law Coordination Conmittee
hel d at Pusat Islamwere also widely distributed to the public.

Cvil servants or party nmenbers found to have | eaked out secrets mnust
be dealt with severely as it was an unhealthy trend to the country and
governnment administration, it said.

It also rai sed questions on what woul d be the consequences if tape
recordi ngs of secret and sensitive governnent or defence neetings land in
t he hands of foreigners.

The paper sai d uphol di ng secrecy and confidentiality are the tenets of
a di sciplined adm ni stration

"If secrets cannot be safeguarded, wi th people |eaking them here and
there, it is not surprising if in future the governnment and the country
faced serious threats economically, politically and in defence,” it said.

Cassette tape recordings of the closed-door Suprenme Council neeting of
Umo, the backbone party of the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition
which are widely sold by the roadside at RVMB a tape should not be all owed
at all.

Not only the opposition parties could exploit the tapes, the two-hour
recording had al so been inserted with commentaries on the discussions of
the council meeting which discussed Anwar's al |l eged sexual m sconduct, it
added.
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