16 APR 1998
UTM Wat er / BM
UTM ESB DEVELOPS PROGRAMVE TO OPTI M SE WATER DI STRI BUTI ON

JOHOR BAHARU, April 16 (Bernama) -- Universiti Teknol ogi Ml aysi a
(UTM, in cooperation with Equiventures Sdn Bhd (ESB), the conpany granted
consession to manage the state's water resources, has devel oped a conputer
programme to optimse the river water supply to two treatnment plants here

UTM s Engi neering Faculty Dean Associ ate Prof Dr Mohaned Azraai Kassim
said today the project, initiated froma software they had produced, to
maxi m se the flow of raw water from Sungai Johor and Sungai Layang to their
respective treatnment plants, had been carried out efficiently.

The French technol ogy was used in the ESB-sponsored porject, he told a
nmedi a conference at UTM Skudai here.

He said a nmenorandum of understanding (MoU) on the research and the
foll owup negtotiations pertaining to water resources would be signed here
on Saturday and wi tnessed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Dr Moharmed Azraai said the software devel oped could al so be applied to
optim se the use of electricity, assess the water distribution to both
pl ants and apply the gl obal standard of water managenent.

The Sungai Layang treatment plant could supply 225 nillion litres of
wat er a day while the Sungai Johor treatnment plant has capacity to treat
157 million litres.

Bot h conbi ned coul d neet about 80 per cent of the consuners'
requi renment in Johor Baharu, Kulai, Pasir Gudang and Gel ang Pat ah.

Meanwhi | e, ESB Executive Director Mdhanmed Noor Abdul Salamsaid his
conmpany woul d i nvest about RM2OO million to upgrade the plants with the
application of the new technology on their third phase of devel opnent.

The French menbrane technol ogy used could al so i ncrease both plants'
present production capacity.

Wdely used in Europe, the French approach could also act as filtration
agai nst bacteria and virus contami nation although the water drawn could
have been pol | ut ed.

Mohaned Noor also called for the setting up of a National River
Authority (NRA) with powers to protect rivers frompollution.

He said a | ong-term conprehensive and i ntegrated approach was needed to
deal with the present water crisis.

In viewing of the critical water situation that had assailed the Kl ang
Valley, it was now inperative to set up the NRA, he added. -- BERNANA
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