17/ 08/ 1998

G and Shei kh of Al -Azhar to arrive tonorrow

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Grand Shei kh of Al -Azhar Dr Mbhanmed Sayed Tant awi
will visit Malaysia fromTuesday to Friday at the invitation of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

Mohamed Sayed, 70, will be acconpani ed by two officials including Deputy
M nister for AL-Azhar Institutions Shei kh Ali Muhanmad Fat hal i a.

H s progranme i ncludes an audi ence with the Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Jaafar and a courtesy call on Dr Mahathir. The Prine Mnister will also
host a dinner for the G and Shei kh at Sri Perdana.

Mohaned Sayed will al so give a public | ecture at Pusat |slamon Aug 19.

The fol l owi ng day, he will hold a di al ogue session with students at the
International Islamc University and neet senior officials of Bank |slam
Mal aysi a Bhd and Pil gri ns Fund Board.

Mohanmed Sayed will later visit the Islamic Institute of Kedah Darul Aman
(I NSANI AH) in Al or Setar and the Sultan Zai nal Abidin Religious College
(KUSZA) in Kual a Terengganu.

These institutions have twi nning programes with Al -Azhar University.
Last year, |l UMsigned an Agreenent on Cul tural and Acadeni ¢ Cooperati on
with Al -Azhar University.

There are currently 5,101 Mal aysi an students studyi ng at the University
of Al-Azhar.

After menorising the Quran, he enrolled in the Al exandria Reli gious
Institute in 1944. He then joi ned the Faculty of Usul uddi n and gr aduat ed
in 1958.

The fol | owi ng year, he obtained a teaching degree and a fewyears | ater,
obtained a PhDin Interpretation and Hadith on Sept 9, 1966.

Mohamed Sayed then taught at the Faculty of Usuluddin in Assuit in 1976.
During his work at Al Azhar University, he was sent to the Islamc
University in Libya from1972 to 1976 and appoi nted as head of the
Interpretation Departnent (Hi gher Studies) at the lslam c Universityin
Madi nah from 1980 to 1984.
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