21/ 11/ 1998
Lim RWVMbm grant needed for kick-start

Kamar ul Yunus

THE newl y | aunched Mal aysi an Furniture Design Centre (MFDC) needs a RMVb
mllion grant to kick-start its programmes to pronote and devel op

Mal aysi an original and "national" furniture designs.

Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik said the grant
is inmportant in order to expose Ml aysian furniture designers to
i nternational standards.

"At least an initial sumof RVb mllion is needed to start the courses
over the two-year period.

"The MFDC has already submitted a proposal to the Government ... | will
al so bring up the matter at the next Cabinet neeting," he told newsnen
after the | aunching of the MFDC i n Kual a Lunmpur yest erday.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | aunched the RVM2 il lion
centre.

In his speech, Dr Limsaid the grant will benefit all quarters and
pronote originality in furniture design in the country.

"W need sone contribution to kick-start the design courses and when
t hese desi gns have been accepted, we will try to get revenue through
royal ties.

"W may al so i npose certain fee so that the design courses will be self-
sustai ning rather than hoping for financial assistance fromthe
Gover nnment , " he sai d.

The MFDC is a joint effort between the Ml aysi an Ti nber Council (MIC)
and the Mal aysian Furniture Industry Council (MFIC). The centre's
activities will be managed by Semangat Kurnia Sdn Bhd, a joint venture
bet ween MIC and MFI C.

Wth the full support and cooperation of the Governnent and furniture
manuf acturers, Dr Limsaid, the MFDC is set to assist the furniture
i ndustry to achi eve greater heights.

"I amvery confident that through MFDC, we can push our furniture
i ndustry exports to RW billion by the year 2005," he added.

In fact, Dr Limsaid, the furniture industry has done quite well in the
| ast 10 years, registering 17 per cent growth annually.

"Barring unforeseen circunstances, we hope to achi eve an export target
of RWM billion this year," he said.

Dr Limurged | ocal designers to go not only for the | ow price market,
but al so the medi um price and high-price segnents.

"To get into the medium and high-price markets, you nust have
originality in design. That is why the grant is inportant to us to buy
equi prrent and hire professionals to assist us in conducting courses," he
sai d.

Dr Limalso said Malaysia can no | onger rely on contracts on
manuf acturi ng under an Origi nal Equi prent Manuf acturer arrangenent.

Therefore, he said, bold and proactive strategies nust be adopted to
ensure that Mal aysian furniture continues to be a major player in the
world market. In this regard, the MFDC wi || be worki ng on the nechanics
and the legal framework to register designs both of |ocal and foreign
origin.
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